ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 8, 2011

Agenda Item No. 6
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE GOVERNOR TO REFUSE TO ENACT

THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DOMESTIC PARTNER BENEFITS
RESTRICTION ACT
RESOLUTION #11-340

WHEREAS, the Michigan House of Representatives and Senate recently passed HB 4770, the Public Employee Domestic Partner Benefits Restriction Act, and HB 4771, an amendment to 1947 PA 336; and

WHEREAS, the extension of benefits to domestic partners is an increasing trend in the private and public sector both nationally and internationally; and

WHEREAS, prohibiting the collective bargaining for domestic partner benefits would affect a hostile, anti-union environment that would be prohibitive for recruiting the new employees with the appropriate level of skill, training, and experience necessary to replace those lost in the exodus that would result from this legislation; and

WHEREAS, the intention of this legislation represents nothing less than an unconscionable attack on the rights of Michigan's gay and lesbian citizens, by purposefully and disproportionately affecting the ability of individuals of a minority sexual orientation to access affordable healthcare and other benefits; and

WHEREAS, if this legislation were signed into law, Ingham County's policies regarding its employees and the benefits packages that it extends to them would be affected; and 

WHEREAS, if this legislation were signed into law, Ingham County would be construed to be a less desirable employer to potential employees.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners calls on Governor Rick Snyder to veto the Public Employee Domestic Partner Benefits Restriction Act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to Governor Rick Snyder, the Ingham County State Legislative Delegation, and the Michigan Association of Counties.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino, Schor, Dragonetti 
     Nays:  Vickers          Absent:  None          Approved  11/01/11
