ADOPTED - JANUARY 24, 2012

Agenda Item No. 35
Introduced by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners:
RESOLUTION HONORING GERRY BRADY

RESOLUTION #12-29

WHEREAS, Gerry Brady began his 23 year career in 1989 with the City of Lansing as General Curator of the Potter Park Zoo and became Zoo Director two years later; and  
WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo opened in 1915 with an animal population of elk and now houses over 150 species, under Gerry’s direction several exhibit expansions were undertaken including the farmyard renovations in the early 1990s, the River Otter and Arctic Fox construction in 2005, a new entry complex, administration building, education facilities, concessions, the Wings Down Under exhibit, and the new Rhino renovation; and

WHEREAS, in 2007 Gerry oversaw the successful transition of the Potter Park Zoo from the City of Lansing to Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, in 2010 Gerry received a Service Award from the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA) in recognition of his 20 years as the Sumatran Tiger Species Survival Program Coordinator and his continued efforts to help conserve Sumatran Tigers for future generations by creating a master plan to manage the breeding of a species in order to maintain a healthy and self-sustaining population that is both genetically diverse and demographically stable; and

WHEREAS, under Gerry’s direction the Potter Park Zoo currently participates in 19 Species Survival Plans; and

WHEREAS, in 2010 the Potter Park Zoo celebrated its 90th anniversary with the completion of a 20 year master plan under his direction; and 

WHEREAS, his zoo management skills and dedication to superior customer service and education contributed significantly to the Potter Park Zoo’s ability to provide exceptional service to the citizens of Ingham County, and his level of commitment to the quality of the Potter Park Zoo sets a positive example for others to follow; and

WHEREAS, Gerry had the vision to look to the future, monitor zoo trends, and implement plans that left an invaluable legacy for the citizens of Ingham County to enjoy far into the future.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Gerry Brady for his dedication to the care and conservation of animals, the outstanding quality of work, his commitment to provide a superior zoo for the citizens of Ingham County, and extends its sincere appreciation for his countless contributions, and the lasting, positive impact he made during his years of dedicated service to the advancement of the Potter Park Zoo.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes him continued success in all of his future endeavors.
