NOVEMBER 25, 2014

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION HONORING WILLIS BENNETT
RESOLUTION # 14 - 480
WHEREAS, Willis Bennett began his 33 year career in 1982 as a Park Ranger I and was promoted to a Park Ranger II-Mechanic in 1985; and  

WHEREAS, throughout his early career he was responsible for routine building maintenance along with more complex maintenance responsibilities such as plumbing, electrical work, carpentry, equipment maintenance, and acting as the departmental mechanic within the park system; and

WHEREAS, in 1990 Willis was promoted to Park Manager and was responsible for managing Lake Lansing Park-South, Lake Lansing Park-North, and the Lake Lansing Boat Launch, along with many aspects of the winter sports operations for the Ingham County Parks as a whole; and

WHEREAS, as the Lake Lansing Park-South Park Manager Willis worked extensively with community members to successfully fundraise and construct both the large community built playground and the community band shell; and 

WHEREAS, Willis indicated a desire to be involved in the construction of Hawk Island County Park and acted as the field liaison with the construction management firm and contractors throughout the development of the park; and

WHEREAS, in 2002 Willis became the Hawk Island Park Manager and subsequently oversaw the development and management of the Hope Soccer Complex and the Soldan Dog Park, along with the construction of the community built playground and the Splash Pad®; and

WHEREAS, with this promotion came the additional responsibility of ensuring the new park operated at the level of the existing parks and overseeing customer service to the level that visitation grew from several hundred thousand visitors to over half a million since Hawk Island County Park opened in 2002; and

WHEREAS, in 2008 Willis was promoted to Ingham County Parks Director where during his tenure he worked cooperatively with Meridian Township to add 120 acres to Lake Lansing Park-North; with the City of Lansing to construct and manage the Soldan Dog Park and the Hope Soccer Complex, and oversaw the addition and development of the new Hawk Island Snowpark; and

WHEREAS, in addition to providing exceptional customer service to park visitors in 2011 he also extended this to other citizens of Ingham County by accepting the responsibility from the Clerk’s office to process U.S. Passports; and

WHEREAS, during his career Willis was professional, dedicated, knowledgeable and loyal to the Parks Department mission to provide quality outdoor recreation opportunities and facilities for all segments of our population and to enhance the quality of life for park visitors and county residents through active citizen involvement, planned acquisition, preservation, and professional management of park lands.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Koenig, Celentino, Maiville 

           Nays:  None        Absent:  Nolan     Approved 11/18/14
