ADOPTED - MARCH 28, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 36

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONSOLIDATING PARKS DEPARTMENT FEE WAIVER POLICIES

RESOLUTION # 17 – 111
WHEREAS, prior to 1997 the Ingham County Parks Department was under the direction of the Ingham County Road Commission; and

WHEREAS, park fees and fee waivers were historically established by the Ingham County Parks (Board) Commission; and 


WHEREAS, despite the number of years that have passed two fee waivers policies passed by the Park (Board) Commission dating back to 1992 have continued in practice; and 

WHEREAS, in 2003 the Ingham County Parks Board passed a resolution to provide an annual low income boat launch passes to park visitors with financial need and proof of eligibility such as Medicaid or Supplemental Security Income; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Parks strive to promote social equity and access to recreational opportunities; and  

WHEREAS, there is merit to continuing the Parks Fee Waiver Shelter policy and Low Income Boat Launch Policy established by the Parks (Board) Commission, as well as the Low Income Entry Fee Waiver Policy established by Board of Commissioners Resolution 02-285.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following guidelines shall apply to the waiving of Ingham County Park Fees:  

· Shelter fees will be waived by the Director of Parks for:

· Ingham County Schools-whose students are under age 18 (Monday-Friday)

· Organized Ingham County Youth Groups-whose members are under age 18 (Monday-Friday)

· Volunteer groups, whose activities benefit the Parks Department

· Military and Veteran Organizations (Monday-Friday)

· Public safety organizations from within Ingham County (Monday-Friday)

· Ingham County Departments (Monday-Friday)

· Other Park and Recreation Agencies (Monday-Friday)

· Internal use by the Parks Department 


· Vehicle Entry Fees:  Vehicle entry fees are waived for Ingham County residents when paying the entry fee is a financial hardship.  Upon entering the park, the park visitor notifies the gate attendant that paying the vehicle entry fee is a hardship.  The daily fee is waived, a fee waiver form completed and annual park pass is mailed to the customer.  

· Vehicle Entry Fees:  Vehicle entry fees are waived one hour prior to the Friends of Ingham County Parks Friday evening concerts at Lake Lansing Park South.

· Vehicle Entry Fees: May be waived by the Director of Parks for other Friends sponsored events when requested.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the guidelines listed above supersedes all previous resolutions relative to Ingham County Park fee waivers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the guidelines listed above take effect upon passage of the resolution by the Board of Commissioners.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Crenshaw, Grebner, Nolan, Koenig, Sebolt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  3/21/2017

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Hope, Anthony, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  McGrain, Tennis     Approved  3/22/2017

