ADOPTED – MARCH 13, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 28
Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH WEITZ & LUXENBERG, P.C. TO REPRESENT INGHAM COUNTY IN LITIGATION AGAINST MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF OPIOIDS

RESOLUTION # 18 – 113

WHEREAS, opiate/opioid abuse, addiction, morbidity and mortality has created a serious public health and safety crisis in Ingham County and is a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to take action to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has expended, is expending, and will continue to expend in the future County public funds to respond to the serious public health and safety crisis involving opioid/opiate abuse, addiction, morbidity and mortality in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners may sue to obtain any money due the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has received information that indicates that the manufacturers and wholesale distributors of controlled substances who dispensed or otherwise caused opioids to be diverted into Ingham County may have violated Federal and State laws and regulations that were enacted to prevent the diversion of legally produced controlled substances into the illicit market; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Ingham County will benefit from the retention of special outside counsel to investigate and pursue, if appropriate, County claims against the manufacturers  and/or wholesale distributors of controlled substances in Ingham County, on a contingent fee basis, wherein there is no attorney fee or reimbursement of litigation expenses if there is no recovery.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes an agreement with Weitz & Luxenberg, P. C. to investigate and pursue, if appropriate, the County’s claims against the manufacturers and/or wholesale distributors of controlled substances in Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners waives section 21 of the Ingham County Purchasing Policy, as Weitz & Luxenberg was not the lowest qualified bidder.

21.
Contract on which All Bids are in Order.  The Purchasing Director shall report in writing a summary of all bids received to the County Services Committee, or other appropriate committee, with his recommendation as to which, if any, of such bids shall be accepted.  The Committee shall approve awarding of the contract to the lowest qualified bidder provided funds are available.  In the event that only a single bid was received, or that the lowest bid was not recommended or the amount of said bid was in excess of the approved budgetary appropriation, a report shall be sent by the Purchasing Director to the appropriate committee notifying them of the same.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. will be paid 30% of any recovery for Ingham County on a contingent fee basis, plus costs.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this agreement will be effective upon the date of execution and continue until completion of the lawsuit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Banas, Tennis, Sebolt, Nolan, Koenig, Louney, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  03/05/2018

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Tennis, Koenig, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Anthony, Louney     Approved  03/07/2018

