ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 24, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT LEAP EDA SPRINT CHALLENGE GRANT AND APPLY FOR STATE MATCHING FUNDS FOR LEAP EDA SPRINT CHALLENGE GRANT APPLICATION

RESOLUTION #20 – 506

WHEREAS, the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) has allocated $25 million in grant funding, named the SPRINT Challenge through its Economic Adjustment Assistance program, to support the development, creation, or expansion of programs that accelerate technology-based economic development in pursuit of vibrant, innovative economies and economic growth, and respond to the challenges caused by the coronavirus pandemic; and

WHEREAS, the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP), the Lansing region’s economic development organization, intends to apply for EDA SPRINT Challenge funding; and

WHEREAS, LEAP’s SPRINT Challenge grant application (the “EDA Application”) focuses on advancing the Lansing region’s medical technology, accelerator and life sciences industry cluster, commonly known as medtech, through entrepreneurship and innovation to enhance the Lansing region’s economic health resiliency and medtech ecosystem in response to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the EDA Application requires a 20% funding match, cash or in-kind, and support from a formal local governmental unit; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) is accepting applications (the “MEDC Application”) to provide half of the required 20% match for the EDA Application, complementing LEAP’s matching in-kind staff time; and

WHEREAS, the MEDC Application is open to all Michigan units of general local governments, including non-entitlement jurisdictions, on a rolling basis through its Community Development Block Grant program; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is an eligible Michigan unit of general local government, home to one of the world’s top research universities (Michigan State University), leading industry-honed talent, and a growing industry cluster of distinguished medical isotope, biotechnology and medical device innovators; and

WHEREAS, LEAP requests to collaborate with Ingham County in applying for the MEDC matching funds in pursuit of EDA SPRINT Challenge funding, where Ingham County would be the official applicant and fiduciary for the MEDC Application, managed by LEAP under the auspices of its current Economic Development Corporation contraction; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is not liable to provide any matching funds; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County’s participation and leadership in pursuing MEDC matching cash would strengthen the EDA Application and ultimately provide the Lansing region a better opportunity to advance economic development in communities negatively affected by COVID-19.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ingham supports the Lansing Economic Area Partnership’s EDA SPRINT Challenge grant application as its formal local governmental partner.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ingham authorizes staff to apply for and accept, if awarded, Michigan Economic Development Corporation EDA Grant Matching Funds in pursuit of matching funds for Lansing Economic Area Partnership’s EDA SPRINT Challenge grant application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that should any section, clause or phrase of this Resolution be declared by the Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Resolution as a whole nor any part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid and all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with any of the provisions of this Resolution are hereby repealed.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ingham authorizes the Controller/Administrator to make the necessary budget adjustments to receive the funds, create the necessary accounts, make necessary transfers and complete other administrative actions in accordance with the requirements of the grantor. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary documents consistent with this resolution after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Celentino, Grebner, Stivers, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Koenig, Naeyaert     Approved  11/17/2020
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  11/18/2020

