ADOPTED – JANUARY 26, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 46
Introduced by the Law & Courts, County Services and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION TO CREATE THE POSITION OF SOCIAL WORKER WITHIN 

THE INGHAM COUNTY OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER

RESOLUTION #21 – 050

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender was created by Resolution #17-445 to create a system to enhance the delivery of legal services to indigent and partially indigent defendants in adult criminal cases; and

WHEREAS, indigent defense delivery systems, especially Public Defender offices are frequently turning to other professionals to aid in the delivery of quality services that reduce incarceration and give clients the tools to successfully navigate the challenges that have brought them in to the criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, many clients of the Office of the Public Defender are dealing with mental health and substance use issues that complicate representing them in a way that creates a path which brings a successful conclusion and reduces recidivism; and

WHEREAS, social workers are ideally suited based on training and experience to evaluate those conditions and make recommendations for treatment and lifestyle changes that enhance the path to successful conclusion and reduce recidivism; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of these circumstances, the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission has approved funding for a social worker position for the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender in its fiscal year 2021 grant; and

WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department has reviewed and analyzed the proposed position of Social Worker – Public Defender’s Office; and
WHEREAS, the ICEA County Professionals Union has been notified and is in support of the creation of this new position.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioner approves the creation of the position of social worker within the Office of the Public Defender, classified as an ICEA County Professional Grade 8 position (wage range of $59,140.99 - $70,997.30). 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary adjustments to the Budget and Position Allocation List in accordance with this resolution.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Trubac, Celentino, Crenshaw, Graham, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Schafer     Approved  01/14/2021
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/19/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Schafer     Approved  01/20/2021
