ADOPTED – JUNE 22, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS TO ENHANCE REMOTE WORK UTILIZING AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS

RESOLUTION #21 – 306 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1319 of the 117th Congress, also known as the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 became law on March, 11, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Subtitle M – Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of the American Rescue Plan provides funding to metropolitan cities, nonentitlement units of local government, and counties to mitigate the fiscal effects stemming from the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19); and

WHEREAS, eligible uses of the American Rescue Plan funds include:
(A) to respond to the public health emergency with respect to COVID–19 or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality;

(B) to respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by providing grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work;

(C) for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency;

(D) to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County will receive $56,796,438 in American Rescue Plan funds in two separate tranches of $28,398,219; and
WHEREAS, the First Tranche Amount was received on May 20, 2021 and the Second Tranche Amount will be received no earlier than 12 months after the first tranche payment is received; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners desires to utilize the First Tranche Amount to swiftly and effectively provide aid to those Ingham County residents and businesses most affected by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, restrictions have been put in place during the era of COVID-19 which have required employees to work remotely if possible; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County would like to continue to provide services as close to normal as possible during these restrictions; and

WHEREAS, the funds requested would be to increase the ability for Ingham County employees to work remotely as well as increasing the stability of our broadband connectivity.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners funding from Ingham County’s allocation from the American Rescue Plan (ARP) in an amount not to exceed $1,500,000 for the first phase of a project to enhance remote work capability.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller’s Office work with IT to develop the contract parameters, reporting requirements and to ensure the program is eligible for American Rescue Plan funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney. 
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  06/15/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  06/16/2021

