ADOPTED – JULY 27, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 20
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT MATCHING FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $285,600 FROM THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND 

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION PROGRAM FOR THE 

AREND TRUST CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
RESOLUTION #21 – 347 

WHEREAS, Ingham County desires to provide for the effective long-term protection and preservation of farmland and open space in Ingham County from the pressure of increasing residential and commercial development; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopted the Ingham County Farmland Purchase of Development Rights Ordinance in July 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has scored and ranked all applications received for the 2018 cycle and submitted the Judith R. Arend Trust Farm to the 2019 State of Michigan Agricultural Preservation Fund Board application cycle and the 2018 Federal Agriculture Conservation Easement Program application cycle for consideration of matching funds; and


WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board Purchase of Development Rights Ordinance authorized the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board to make offers to purchase conservation easements on farms based on state certified appraisals; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has purchased the Permanent Conservation Easement Deeds on the Judith R. Arend Trust property, and desires to accept matching funds from the State of Michigan toward that purchase.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves accepting $285,600 from the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and Michigan Agricultural Preservation Program for the implementation of the Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), and to add the State of Michigan as a grantee of the Arend Trust Conservation Easement.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chair to sign all essential documents, after review and approval by the County Attorney.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  07/20/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  07/21/2021

