ADOPTED – DECEMBER 14, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 43
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION HONORING MARY SABAJ
RESOLUTION #21 – 636 

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj began her career with Ingham County on May 15, 1991, as the Community Corrections Advisory Board Coordinator, later becoming the Community Corrections Manager; and

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj facilitated the development and submission of the Comprehensive Community Corrections Plan as the basis for the original State funding request and the Plan included an in-depth study of the local criminal justice system, identified problems including jail overcrowding, and a detailed plan, including how local policies, procedures, and community-based programming would address these problems; and

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj has facilitated the development of and prepared all subsequent annual State grant applications, securing PA511 funding for a range of evidence-based Community Corrections treatment and service programs, including employment, education, substance abuse treatment, cognitive behavior change groups, domestic violence intervention groups, and day reporting; and   

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj initiated and coordinated an annual series of Women Achieving Success Workshops for women parolees and probationers, and also developed and taught a cognitive-behavior based class in the jail for seven years, leading to the expansion of jail-inmate programming; and

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj has coordinated Community Corrections sponsored Program Exhibits, Job Fairs, and the collection and distribution of Ingham County donations for Lansing Project Homeless Connect; and

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj coordinated a Community Corrections Garden Project involving volunteers from MSU Extension, the Mason community, recovery community, and jail inmates, resulting in donations of produce to the Ingham County Jail and Mason Food Bank, and a presentation about the Garden Project at the 2009 International Conference of Human Ecology in Manchester England; and 

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj has built trusted relationships with the courts and local criminal justice agencies, promoting the importance of rehabilitation programs and treatment to both the offender population and public safety; and

WHEREAS, Mary Sabaj’s dedication to offender rehabilitation and to providing effective evidence-based treatment programs, including electronic monitoring and enhanced Pretrial Services, has contributed to the evolution of the way offender treatment programs and services are viewed and how corrections resources are utilized in Ingham County. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Mary Sabaj for her 30.5 years of dedicated service to the County of Ingham and for the contributions she has made to Ingham County-City of Lansing Community Corrections.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in all of her future endeavors.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Trubac, Celentino, Crenshaw, Cahill, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  12/02/2021
