ADOPTED - FEBRUARY 8, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 19

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING MICHIGAN HOUSE BILL 4784 TO AMEND MICHIGAN COMPILED LAW 750.50 TO DEFINE SUITABLE SHELTER FOR DOGS

RESOLUTION #22 – 063

WHEREAS, Michigan Compiled Law 750.50 addresses adequate care of animals including shelter, but does not specifically define what shelter is; and

WHEREAS, without a definition, the law is left to the interpretation of individual pet owners, animal control or law enforcement officers and the courts, and interpretations of adequate shelter frequently vary by jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, Michigan House Bill 4784 would amend section 50 of the code to more clearly define adequate shelter, and this new definition would include:

· Consideration of the thickness and length of the animal’s hair or fur.

· Protection or shade necessary to maintain the animal’s health in the event that weather conditions pose an extreme risk to the animal’s safety.

· Dry bedding sufficient to provide protection from cold and damp conditions, which may include such materials as straw or cedar shavings, but must not include blankets, rags, and other materials which retain moisture.

· The exclusion of spaces under buildings, steps, decks, or stoops, metal or plastic barrels, animal carriers, transport crates, wire crates that are designed to provide temporary housing, space under a vehicle, interiors of vehicles that are not running appropriate climate controls while under adult supervision, shelters made from cardboard or other materials easily degraded by the elements, and shelters with chain link or wire floors; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 4784 will eliminate the ambiguity of current state law and provide a clear and universal definition of adequate shelter for dogs so the law can be applied equitably across the state. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby supports House Bill 4784 and urges the Chair of the House Judiciary Committee to schedule a hearing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the Majority Leader for the Michigan Senate, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, Representative Tommy Brann, and Ingham County’s State Legislative delegation for their consideration and action.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/27/2022
