ADOPTED - APRIL 26, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ALLOCATE $392,000 IN AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS TO FUND THE MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE 

SMITH AND OESTERLE DRAIN 

RESOLUTION #22 – 205
WHEREAS, on May 20, 2020, property owners filed a petition with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner for the maintenance and improvement of the Smith and Oesterle Drain recognizing that said maintenance and improvement was necessary and conducive for public health, convenience, or welfare; and 

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2020, a Board of Determination did determine and order that the maintenance and improvement of the Smith and Oesterle Drain was necessary and conducive to public health, convenience, or welfare and further necessary for the protection of the public health of Leroy Township; and

WHEREAS, the Smith and Oesterle Drain was originally constructed in 1910, and has failed and exceeded its useful life, and is in need of an affordable long-term solution; and

WHEREAS, the construction of the Smith and Oesterle Drain includes a long-term solution for replacement of existing critical infrastructure serving agricultural businesses adversely affected by COVID-19, including the County’s only organic dairy farm; affordable rural homes; and county road assets, including a primary road; and  

WHEREAS, the Smith and Oesterle Drain project includes the installation of 2,915 feet of enclosed storm drain pipe ranging in size from 12 inches to 42 inches and 3,929 feet of open channel drain cleanout including replacement of culverts, some of which are under county roads, including a county primary road; and

WHEREAS, the construction of the Smith and Oesterle Drain has been bid and is proposed to be constructed in 2022; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021 the H.R. 1319 of the 117th Congress, also known as the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, became a law; and

WHEREAS, Subtitle M – Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of the American Rescue Plan provides funding to metropolitan cities, non-entitlement units of local government, and counties to mitigate the fiscal effects stemming from the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19); and

WHEREAS, Ingham County will receive $56,796,438 in American Rescue Plan funds in two separate tranches of $28,398,219; and

WHEREAS, the First Tranche Amount was received on May 20, 2021 and the Second Tranche Amount will be received no earlier than 12 months after the first tranche payment is received; and

WHEREAS, under Section 603(c)(1)(D) of the American Rescue Plan, an eligible use of funds includes making necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the national labor and material shortages and resulting cost increases will negatively affect the Smith and Oesterle Drain and the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s ability to cost effectively complete the maintenance and improvement of the Smith and Oesterle Drain that is necessary for the protection of the public health of Leroy Township.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes funding from Ingham County’s allocation from the American Rescue Plan in an amount not to exceed $392,000 to assist in the completion of the maintenance and improvement of the Smith and Oesterle Drain that is necessary for the protection of the public health of Leroy Township.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Stivers, Grebner, Celentino, Peña, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/19/2022

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/20/2022

