ADOPTED - AUGUST 23, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 35
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO DISBAND THE INGHAM COUNTY INDIGENT DEFENSE COLLABORATIVE COMMITTEE AND TO RESCIND RESOLUTION #17-075
RESOLUTION #22 – 402

WHEREAS, the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission (MIDC) was created by the Indigent Defense Commission Act, Mich. Comp. Laws 780.981 et seq, in 2013 after an advisory commission recommended improvements to the state’s indigent defense system; and 

WHEREAS, the MIDC’s mission is to develop and oversee the implementation, enforcement, and modification of minimum standards, rules, and procedures to ensure that criminal defense services are delivered to indigent adults consistent with the safeguards of the United States Constitution, the Michigan Constitution of 1963, and with the Indigent Defense Commission Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Indigent Defense Commission Act requires that the Indigent Defense Commission meets state constitutional obligations and maintains independence from the judiciary while continuing its work to maintain a fair indigent criminal defense system in Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution #17-075 established an Ingham County Indigent Defense Collaborative Committee (ICIDCC) to develop and submit a compliance plan to meet the minimum statutory standards and a cost analysis to MIDC; and
WHEREAS, the originally submitted plan, which was accepted by MIDC, created the Office of the Public Defender for Ingham County, which has since that time been responsible for submission of subsequent compliance plans, as well as grant submissions and reporting; and

WHEREAS, the ICIDCC has continued to meet periodically, primarily as a method to share information related to indigent defense in Ingham County among the Office of the Public Defender, MIDC, representatives of the Courts within Ingham County, and other stakeholders; and

WHEREAS, this function does not require a formal Committee, and would be better served by an informal work group.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby disbands the Ingham County Indigent Defense Collaborative Committee effective upon the adoption of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution #17-075 is hereby rescinded.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an Ingham County Indigent Defense Workgroup will continue to meet on a regular basis to facilitate the exchange of information among members of the former ICIDCC and other stakeholders. 

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/11/2022
