ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 7, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO CREATE AN OPIOID LITIGATION ADVISORY PANEL

RESOLUTION #22 – 515
WHEREAS, opiate/opioid abuse, addiction, morbidity, and mortality has created a serious public health and safety crisis in Ingham County and is a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to take action to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has expended, is expending, and will continue to expend in the future County public funds to respond to the serious public health and safety crisis involving opioid/opiate abuse, addiction, morbidity and mortality in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners may sue to obtain any money due the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has retained Weitz & Luxenberg, P. C. to investigate and pursue, if appropriate, the County’s claims against the manufacturers and/or wholesale distributors of controlled substances in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is currently projected to receive just under $7.4 million in opioid litigation settlement funds over the next 18 years, with additional funds possible; and

WHEREAS, the use of settlement funds is restricted to certain activities and the Board of Commissioners wishes to establish an advisory panel.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby establishes an opioid litigation advisory panel consisting of 13 members: the Human Services Committee Chair, the Law & Courts Committee Chair, the Controller/Administrator, the Budget Director, the Human Resources Director, the Ingham County Health Officer, the Ingham County Sheriff, the Ingham County Prosecutor, the Ingham County Public Defender, a representative of the Circuit Court – Family Division, a representative of Community Mental Health, someone representing treatment services (Dr. Jeanne Kapenga), and a representative of the 55th District Court.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the opioid litigation advisory panel will advise the Board of Commissioners on programming and initiatives for the use of opioid settlement funds.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Trubac, Cahill, Crenshaw, Sebolt

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Slaughter, Naeyaert     Approved  10/31/2022
