ADOPTED - FEBRUARY 14, 2023

AGENDA ITEM NO. 13
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING LINDA S. VAIL
RESOLUTION # 23 – 053
WHEREAS, Linda S. Vail was appointed as Health Officer for Ingham County Health Department (ICHD) on April 7, 2014 where she has provided outstanding leadership to carry out the statutory responsibility to protect and promote the health of County residents through local public health operations, and through ICHD’s primary care network of Community Health Centers (CHCs); and

WHEREAS, Linda has maintained an unwavering commitment to ICHD’s Core Values of excellent service, accountability, respect, continuous mutual learning, health equity and social justice, and innovation; and

WHEREAS, Linda has been a masterful researcher, advocate, mentor, and facilitator in the areas of health inequities, cultural competence, and social justice throughout her career at ICHD; and

WHEREAS, Linda shares a strong commitment to health prevention, to protecting lives, guiding people to better health, and a commitment to eliminating barriers to access and resources; and

WHEREAS, Linda was instrumental in launching the Ingham Opioid Awareness Prevention Initiative (IOAPI) with Ingham County partners dedicated to addressing the opioid epidemic; and

WHEREAS, Linda provided exemplary leadership in navigating the COVID-19 pandemic while garnering national recognition for her broad and effective approach to guiding and protecting the health of Ingham County residents through this crisis; and

WHEREAS, Linda continually partnered with local organizations to improve health outcomes and served on multiple task forces including the Capital Area Health Alliance, Ingham County Health Care Coalition, Lansing Invest Health, and the Lansing Mayor’s Racial Justice Equity Alliance; and

WHEREAS, Linda was appointed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer to serve on State level boards including the Protect Michigan Commission, as well as the State Public Health Advisory Council and the State Medical Care Advisory Committee; and

WHEREAS, under Linda’s leadership, ICHD received National Accreditation for the first time through the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB), the highest level of recognition from the PHAB board; and

WHEREAS, throughout her career, Linda has been a strong leader and champion of Public Health; and 

WHEREAS, Linda has brought extensive knowledge, experience, and invaluable insight into all areas of ICHD; and
WHEREAS, Linda’s systematic and practical approach to problem-solving has resulted in critical strategic actions to improve the public’s health; and

WHEREAS, Linda demonstrated exceptional skills in crisis and risk communications and media relations, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, Linda leaves ICHD with an indelible mark of her professionalism, loyalty, servanthood, perseverance, and genuine love for Ingham County.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Linda S. Vail for her many years of dedicated service to Ingham County Health Department and for the many contributions she has made to the clients and staff within Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes Linda continued success in all of her future endeavors.  
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Cahill, Trubac, Morgan, Ruest, Pawar, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  02/06/2023

