ADOPTED - OCTOBER 27, 2009

Agenda Item No. 6
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING THE JULIAN SAMORA RESEARCH INSTITUTE AT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY FOR 20 YEARS OF EXPANDING THE KNOWLEDGE AND PROMOTING AN UNDERSTANDING OF LATINOS IN MICHIGAN, THE MIDWEST AND THE NATION
RESOLUTION #09-352
WHEREAS, Michigan State University (MSU) was founded February 12, 1855 as the Agricultural College of the State of Michigan and first offered classes two years later with 63 students and five faculty members in three buildings; and

WHEREAS, Michigan State University continues to advance knowledge and transform lives through innovative academic programs, research, and outreach, and is recognized as a leader in international research and engagement; and

WHEREAS, Michigan State University recognized the value of Chicano and Latino-based research by establishing the Midwest’s Premier Latino Research facility 20 years ago in 1989; and

WHEREAS, Michigan State University officials named the research facility for the late Dr. Julian Samora — a pioneering sociologist who studied and promoted research on Latino populations across the nation and — primarily — in the Midwest, a former Michigan State University faculty member, and a co-founder of the Southwest Council of La Raza (the precursor of the National Council of La Raza); and

WHEREAS, the Julian Samora Research Institute at Michigan State University remains committed to the generation, transmission, and application of knowledge as it begins its third decade of integrating Latinos across all state, regional, and national institutions; and

WHEREAS, the Julian Samora Research Institute continues to provide innovative, meaningful, balanced, and enlightening research regarding Latinos — the nation’s largest, fastest growing, but least-studied ethnic minority group — and their cultural, historical, political, and economic inclusion in regional affairs; and

WHEREAS, the Julian Samora Research Institute continues — as it has during the past 20 years — its scholastic legacy of research, service, and academia by embracing and preserving Latinos’ contributions throughout the Midwest, particularly in mid-Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Julian Samora Research Institute embarks on its third decade of service with an evolving research mission that continually provides unique insights into the lives, tribulations, contributions, and impact Latinos have in this region of the country and state.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby recognizes the 20 years of investment, achievement, and longstanding commitment of Michigan State University to the Julian Samora Research Institute and the Samora Institute’s dedication to the people of the Midwest, Michigan, and Ingham County.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Koenig, Copedge, Grebner, Vickers

    Nays:  None         Absent:  Holman      Approved 10/20/09
