ADOPTED-JULY 26, 2011

Agenda Item No. 23

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION HONORING DIANE GORCH 

RESOLUTION #11-226
WHEREAS, Diane Gorch began her career with Ingham County in August, 1978 as an Environmental Health Assistant in the Environmental Health Unit of  the Ingham County Health Department; and

WHEREAS, in May, 1979, Ms. Gorch was promoted to Sanitarian I position; and

WHEREAS, in 1983, Ms. Gorch, was on a 12 month leave of absence, with Project HOPE/People to People Health Foundation in the Caribbean nations of Antigua and St. Lucia, teaching public health and epidemiology to Ministry of Health officials from several Eastern Caribbean nations at the Eastern Caribbean Environmental Health Training Center in Castries, St. Lucia; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, she was rehired in the Food Safety Program in the Environmental Health Unit of the Ingham County Health Department; and

WHEREAS, in 1988, she was promoted to a Sanitarian II position; and

WHEREAS, she specialized in the food safety program developing the first food safety quality assurance programs, teaching ServeSafe management certification courses for ICHD, the Michigan Restaurant Association, and Lansing Community College, and finally managing the Planned Programs division of the Bureau and overseeing the Food Safety Program contract with Michigan State University; and 

WHEREAS, she authored the publication, “Environmental Health in the Caribbean” and was contributing author of the publication, “Migrating atelectasis in Werdnig-Hoffmann disease; pulmonary manifestation in two cases of spinal muscular atrophy type”; and 

WHEREAS, she served as a professional food safety and sanitation consultant with three United States and foreign flag passenger cruise ship companies; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gorch earned her Masters of Science in Epidemiology at Michigan State University in 2001; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, she was promoted to Planned Programs Supervisor in Food Service; and

ADOPTED-JULY 26, 2011

Agenda Item No. 23

RESOLUTION #11-226
WHEREAS, with the support of the EH Director and staff, built the ICHD Food Safety Program to achieve national recognition for excellence by enrolling in and meeting FDA National Voluntary Retail Food Regulatory Program Standards; and 
 

WHEREAS, she volunteered on two tours of duty with the non-government organization, Water for Kids (UK) and Rotary Club International, working on water and sanitation projects and an epidemiological survey in Pucallpa, Peru; and 

WHEREAS, she served on various steering committees and professional organizations including MDARD Minimum Program Requirement Workgroup, MDARD Food Code Adoption Committee, MALEHA Food 

Committee, Michigan’s Food Safety Alliance, Michigan Food & Agriculture Protection and Defense Working Group, and Michigan Environmental Health Association.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Diane Gorch for her more than 30 years of dedicated service to the community and for the contributions she has made to the Ingham County Health Department.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as an avid sailor who is retiring to live above a 42’ Whitby ketch and will spend the next winter in the Caribbean, she will meet her ultimate goal to circumnavigate the earth with her best friend.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in all of her future endeavors.
HUMAN SERVICES: Yeas:  Tennis, McGrain, Koenig, Nolan, Vickers, Dougan

    Nays:  None         Absent:  None         Approved 7/25/11
