ADOPTED-AUGUST 23, 2011

Agenda Item No. 4

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING ASHLEY HARDING

RESOLUTION #11-244

WHEREAS, Ashley Harding began her career with the Ingham County Health Department in January 2008, as the Coordinator/Advocate with the Native American Outreach Program (NAOP), working with Native American families and individuals to help them access important services for  health and well-being; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Harding has done this by impressively building strong one-on-one relationships in the community, and earning the trust of both those she serves and other providers whose job is also to serve the community; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Harding has earned a sterling reputation as an advocate for social equity and as a powerful communicator of the specific historical and cultural roots of injustice Native Americans continue to experience today; and
WHEREAS, the outreach efforts of Ms. Harding, included leading the Michigan Indian Day 2010, which hosted over 200 participants from Michigan and beyond; and serving on the 2010 Census committee to ensure that Native American families participated in the survey and were counted; and 

WHEREAS, locally Ms. Harding developed effective programs to meet the needs of the Native American community, including the Indigenous Youth Empowerment Program; a school based program for Native youth; and  Personal Action Towards Health (PATH) classes for Native American Elders, focusing on chronic disease self-management; and 

WHEREAS, the annual holiday celebration which she coordinated ensured that almost 250 families and their children had access to gifts and food; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Harding has made the difficult decision to relocate her family to Oregon and will be leaving the Ingham County area; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Harding’s service to Ingham County, the NAOP, and the Native American community have been invaluable and her passion and commitment will be long remembered, and her kind nature will be greatly missed.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby expresses its sincere appreciation and honors Ms. Harding for her dedicated service to the community and for the contributions she has made to the Ingham County Health Department.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in all of her future endeavors.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino, Vickers, Dragonetti

      Nays:  None          Absent:  Schor        Approved 8/16/11
