ADOPTED-AUGUST 23, 2011

Agenda Item No. 6

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING EFFORTS OF THE MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE TO 
MAKE MICHIGAN A “RIGHT TO WORK” STATE
RESOLUTION #11-246

WHEREAS, the State Legislature is considering legislation that would alter collective bargaining rights in Michigan by allowing so-called “Right to Work” zones; and

WHEREAS, Michigan workers already have the right to choose whether to affiliate with a union through democratic elections; and

WHEREAS, the National Labor Relations Act already allows workers for unionized employers to opt out of paying for union activities that are not directly related to their wages and working conditions; and

WHEREAS, workers in so-called “Right to Work” states earn, on average, over $5,000 per year less than workers in states that allow full collective bargaining rights; and

WHEREAS, so-called “Right to Work” laws allow some workers to unfairly benefit from the fruits of collective bargaining without having to pay for it; and

WHEREAS, so-called “Right to Work” legislation is a thinly veiled attempt to undermine the ability of labor unions to strongly represent their members; and

WHEREAS, the right to collectively bargain is essential to promote a strong middle class and ensure safe and fair workplaces.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners opposes efforts of the Michigan Legislature to make Michigan a “Right to Work” State, or to allow “Right to Work Zones” within the State.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk forward copies of this resolution to the Ingham County State Legislative Delegation and the Michigan Association of Counties.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino,

      Nays:  Vickers, Dragonetti         Absent:  Schor        Approved 8/16/11
