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Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AGREEMENTS WITH
THE GREAT LAKES HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE

RESOLUTION #11-312

WHEREAS, the HITECH Act makes incentive payments available to health care providers who adopt electronic health records systems and use them to exchange health information; and

WHEREAS, in order to receive incentive payments, providers must meet standards defined by the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) known as “meaningful use”; and

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes Health Information Exchange (GLHIE) is the entity designated by the Michigan Health Information Network (MiHIN) to enable health care providers in Mid Michigan to exchange data and receive incentive payments; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Health Department has a seat on the Board of Directors of GLHIE and pays a fee to participate in public health research activities and obtain research data through GLHIE; and 

WHEREAS, under their agreements with HRSA (#09-233) the Ingham County Community Health Centers are required to adopt electronic health records and meet meaningful use standards; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approved the acquisition of a NextGen electronic health records system (#10-275) which is now being installed; and 

WHEREAS, in order to receive incentive payments providers must begin exchanging health information and meet meaningful use standards in 2012; and 

WHEREAS, in order to obtain licenses to exchange health data through GLHIE the Board must authorize three agreements with GLHIE:  1) a Registration Agreement, 2) a Subscription Agreement, and a Data Exchange Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the term of the data exchange agreement is three years from the date of execution; and 

WHEREAS, Board dues are and research fees totaling $65,000 are due to GLHIE for 2011; and 
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WHEREAS, the fee for licenses to exchange data through GLHIE is $14,967; and

WHEREAS, GLHIE has obtained a grant from MiHIN which has been used to waive the license fee and will defray $10,000 of the cost of creating interfaces between the NextGen electronic health record system and GLHIE. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes three agreements with GLHIE:  1) a Registration Agreement, 2) a Subscription Agreement, and a Data Exchange Agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the term of the Subscription and Data Exchange Agreements shall be three years from the date of execution and the Registration Agreement is authorized as a one time agreement to initiate the process of licensing providers to exchange health information through GLHIE.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners authorizes payment of GLHIE fees and dues up to $80,000 per year for each year. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Health Department is authorized to accept $10,000 to defray the cost of building an interface between its electronic health records system and GLHIE. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson is authorized to sign the agreements after review by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, McGrain, Koenig, Nolan, Vickers, Dougan
    Nays:       None         Absent:  None          Approved 10/3/11     

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Schor, Tsernoglou, Nolan, McGrain, Dougan

   Nays:  None          Absent:  Bahar-Cook     Approved 10/5/11

