ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 22, 2011

Agenda Item No. 6
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION APPROVING A SPECIAL

DEER HUNT AT LAKE LANSING PARK-NORTH

RESOLUTION #11-360

WHEREAS, Michigan Department of Natural Resources suggest that minimizing impacts to natural communities and associated wildlife may require managing herds at <20 deer per square miles and Ingham County Parks Staff estimates deer numbers in Lake Lansing Park-North to be approximately 50 deer per square mile; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources states that an abundant deer population may lead to deer in poor physical condition which may increase their susceptibility to disease; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources states overbrowsing of plant life can lead to the deer population being susceptible to disease and starvation; and  

WHEREAS, deer/car accidents have increased over the last five years especially on roads adjacent to Lake Lansing Park North; and  

WHEREAS, out of 6,736 deer/car accidents in Ingham County in the past five years 745 (11%) took place in Meridian Township alone; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County Parks has been contacted by over 45 Lake Lansing area residents regarding continued deer damage to their own personal property; and

WHEREAS, all deer harvested will be donated to Sportsmen Against Hunger for processing and given to local charities designated by the Parks & Recreation Commission; and

WHEREAS, local Michigan Department of Natural Resources biologists have stated that damage to vegetation, incidents of deer/vehicle accidents, and simple observations provide direct evidence and measures of the impacts of deer populations intended to be managed and suggest Park Staff monitor/survey the vegetation and car/vehicle accident rates.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners approves a special white tail deer hunt at Lake Lansing Park-North in January or February of 2012 and directs staff to apply for the necessary permit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, deer hunts will go forward only after a public hearing is held and the passage of a resolution by the Parks & Recreation Commission giving final authorization.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners directs Ingham County Parks staff to work with Michigan Department of Natural Resources staff to develop a working deer management plan for the future which will include items such as education, fencing, and recommended landscape plantings.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners directs Ingham County Parks staff to work in cooperation with the local Michigan Department of Natural Resources biologist to evaluate the success/failure of the Ingham County Parks deer management program in order to determine whether future hunts in 2013 and 2014 would be necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners directs the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission to continue to work in cooperation with Meridian Township on solutions to deer overpopulation. 
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino, Vickers, Dragonetti

    Nays:  None           Absent:  Schor       Approved 11/15/11
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Schor, Tsernoglou, Nolan, Bahar-Cook, McGrain, Dougan
   Nays:  None              Absent:  None       Approved 11/16/11

