ADOPTED - DECEMBER 13, 2011

Agenda Item No. 7
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING CRISTO REY CHURCH ON THE EVENT OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY
RESOLUTION #11-378

WHEREAS, in the fall of 1961, the Catholic Diocese of  Lansing purchased a former Methodist Church on the corner of Washington Avenue and Main Street; and

WHEREAS, kneelers were added to the pews, an altar installed at the front, and on the last Sunday in October, it was consecrated as Cristo Rey Church, envisioned as a spiritual home for the City's Spanish-speaking migrants and immigrants; and

WHEREAS,  people who needed help, food, housing, all kinds of assistance began visiting the Cristo Rey Church, which was how Cristo Rey Community Center  was established ,  a combination of a church and a social place for residents to gather; and

WHEREAS, due to the construction of Interstate 496, which runs over the spot where the first Cristo Rey once stood, the congregation moved to north Lansing and focused on the area where all of the Spanish speaking families were located, and what had been a church became a hybrid of sorts, not only a chapel and a social services center, but also a center of social action and community development; and

WHEREAS,  the hybrid arrangement foundered and by the mid-1970s, members of the church community were asking the diocese to reestablish a parish church, in 1979 Cristo Rey moved to the former Capitol City Baptist Church on South Washington Avenue; and

WHEREAS, although the congregation often had very few resources economically, they managed to do a lot with very little, the mortgage on that church was paid off in 1995 and the community began looking for a larger space to accommodate its thousands of members, moving to its present location on Miller Road 13 years ago; and

WHEREAS, today Cristo Rey Church celebrates the fact that they have a great diversity of cultural backgrounds represented in their congregation.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulates Cristo Rey Church on the event of its 50th Anniversary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board extends its sincere appreciation to Father Fred Thelen and the Cristo Rey congregation for the contributions they have made to the citizens of Ingham County.  

      COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  De Leon, Copedge, Celentino, Schor, Vickers, Dragonetti

      Nays:  None             Absent:  None    Approved 12/6/11

