ADOPTED - JANUARY 24, 2012

Agenda Item No. 14
Introduced by County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE

PURCHASE OF A SYSTEM TO MANAGE MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS
RESOLUTION #12-08

WHEREAS, employees have both a need and a right to know about chemical hazards to which they are exposed in the workplace; and

WHEREAS, the   federal   Occupational   Safety   and   Health Administration (OSHA—see 29 C.F.R. S1910.1200), and the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA—see Public Act No. 154 of 1974) require employers to notify employees of hazardous chemicals using material safety data sheets (MSDS); and 

WHEREAS, the management of the MSDS Systems will be in accordance with the attached Ingham County Policy and Guidelines for maintaing and use at County Facilities and Properties; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Facilities Department has informed the Board that the complexity of administering numerous MSDS across multiple departments exposes the County to the risk of being out of compliance with MIOSHA regulations; and

WHEREAS, both the Facilities and Purchasing Director has recommended that a system offered by MSDS Online is the lowest cost system for administering MSDS that meets the County’s needs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes purchase of the software system for administering MSDS offered by MSDS Online.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the initial agreement shall be for a period of three years.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of this system shall not exceed $10,000 in the first year and $4,000 in subsequent years and is funded through the Workers Compensation Fund.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the department heads responsible for maintaining MSDS books will be responsible for maintaining MSDS Online software and identify who will maintain the Online MSDS books for their area as well as provide a list of names to the Insurance Administrator is complete. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson is authorized to sign the agreement after review by the County Attorney.
      COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Schor, Celentino, Vickers

      Nays:  None           Absent:  De Leon, Grebner     Approved 1/17/12 

 FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, McGrain, Nolan, Bahar-Cook, Tennis, Dougan

         Nays:  None          Absent:  None             Approved 1/18/12

Ingham County

Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) Policy
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) Policy 

· Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS’s) for all hazardous chemicals (solids, liquids, gases) shall be readily  accessible to employees/residents/volunteers.  An inventory of all chemicals should be included with the MSDSs and updated at least annually. 

· Though OSHA regulation does not specify access to hard copies of MSDSs, Ingham County encourages the departments to maintain current hard copies of MSDSs annually in case of a power outage, disaster or catastrophic event. 

· Online or electronic access to MSDSs is acceptable so long as all employees understand how to gain access and understand the limitations of online or electronic access.  

· Accidents involving chemicals may require providing a MSDS to emergency responders and an attending physician.  In these situations, all employees should be able to immediately produce the appropriate MSDS for any hazardous chemical. 

Excerpt from the OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.1450: 
Hazard identification. 1910.1450(h)(1)  With respect to labels and material safety data sheets: 1910.1450(h)(1)(i)  Employers shall ensure that labels on incoming containers of hazardous chemicals are not removed or defaced. 1910.1450(h)(1)(ii)  Employers shall maintain any material safety data sheets that are received with incoming shipments of hazardous chemicals, and ensure that they are readily accessible to County employees or citizens entering County buildings or properties. 

The OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.1450 - Occupational Exposure to Hazardous Chemicals applies to all employers engaged in the use of hazardous chemicals.  

Ingham County / Emergency Response 
· Hard copies of MSDSs for all the chemicals are made available to emergency responders.  These MSDSs are maintained by INGHAM COUNTY in coordination with the individual department’s designee.  Please forward copies of MSDS for chemicals newly added to your inventories.  

· Individual Departments currently responsible for maintaining MSDS will be required to do so electronically and provide the County’s Insurance Administrator with annual updates on who within the department is responsible for maintaining MSDS. 

· INGHAM COUNTY maintains MSDSs for hazardous waste stored on County properties or in County Buildings are managed, updated, and made available as required by OSHA. 

