ADOPTED - FEBRUARY 28, 2012

Agenda Item No. 9
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION URGING MEIJER TO CONTINUE TO ALLOW THE DISTRIBUTION OF FREE NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS THROUGHOUT ITS 

CHAIN OF STORES

RESOLUTION #12-46

WHEREAS, due to labor costs, Meijer has announced its plan to discontinue its racks of free publications throughout its chain of stores effective at the end of February; and

WHEREAS, publications which currently pay for placement of their newspapers in the racks that will be affected by this policy change include the City Pulse, New Citizens Press, Michigan Bulletin and the Chronicle; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports local business and use these publications as a way to inform the community of important notices, public hearings, changes in ordinances and public policy, promote County government and solicit bids and requests for proposals from local businesses; and

WHEREAS, this new policy could have an adverse impact on the thousands of residents who rely on these publications for information and notices from Ingham County, as well as other governmental entities.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby urge Meijer to rescind their policy and continue to allow publications to offer their free newspapers at the Meijer stores.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk forward a copy of this resolution to Meijer Headquarters in Grand Rapids.

COUNTY SERVICES:   Yeas:   Schor, Grebner, Celentino, De Leon
   Nays:  Holman, Vickers              Absent:  None      Approved 2/21/12
