ADOPTED - MAY 8, 2012

Agenda Item No. 6

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES ALLOCATED TO INGHAM COUNTY FAMILIES LIVING IN EXTREME POVERTY

RESOLUTION #12-136

WHEREAS, poverty in Michigan was 16.8 percent in 2010 and child poverty was 23.5 percent; and

WHEREAS, total poverty and child poverty have grown by over 50 percent over the past 10 years and Michigan’s family poverty rate is the third fastest growing in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the number of Michigan households making less than $25,000 a year has grown by 17.5 percent; and

WHEREAS, one of the most alarming statistics is the increase in child homelessness, which grew by 40 percent between the 2009–2010 school year and the 2010–2011 school year; and 

WHEREAS, new legislation passed in the summer of 2011 tightened the time limits for cash assistance amid claims that people lived off the program for many years; and

WHEREAS, the average number of months that a family receives cash assistance in Michigan is 14.9, and 65 percent of recipients will receive assistance for 12 months or less; and

WHEREAS, almost 45 percent of female-headed households lived in poverty in 2010, as compared with a 20 percent poverty rate for all families with children; and 

WHEREAS, a person is considered to live in extreme poverty if their income is less than 50 percent of the poverty threshold, a family of four with two children would be in extreme poverty if they had an annual income of less than $11,057, or $921 a month; and

WHEREAS, approximately 7.6 percent of Michiganians and more than 10 percent of children lived in households of extreme poverty in 2010.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, given the current dire economic situation many families especially female headed households are facing, the Board of Commissioners concurs with the Women’s Commission in recognizing that additional resources should be allocated to help desperate families in poverty, especially those in extreme poverty with an annual income of less than $11,057. 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Schor, Grebner, Celentino, De Leon, Vickers

  Nays:  None      Absent:  None         Approved  5/1/12
