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Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR ACCESS TO PREVENTATIVE HEALTH CARE SERVICES, INCLUDING CONTRACEPTION FOR ALL WOMEN, AND TO STRONGLY SUPPORT INSURANCE COVERAGE OF CONTRACEPTION WITHOUT CO-PAYS AND COST SHARING
RESOLUTION #12-196


WHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine (IOM), an independent, nonpartisan medical body, conducted a scientific review and recommended that contraception be considered a preventive service for women as family planning services improve health care outcomes and wellness for women and families; and

WHEREAS, access to family planning is directly linked to declines in maternal and infant mortality rates, which is one of Governor Snyder's stated public health priorities; and 

WHEREAS, contraception enables women to better prevent unintended pregnancy and plan for pregnancy when they do want to have a child, when women plan their pregnancies, they are more likely to seek prenatal care, improving their own health and the health of their children; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the primary purpose of allowing women to plan and prepare for pregnancy, other health benefits of contraception include reduced risk of endometrial and ovarian cancers, ectopic pregnancy, iron deficiency anemia related to heavy menstruation, osteoporosis, ovarian cysts, and pelvic inflammatory disease; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) accepted the recommendation of the IOM, and will therefore require U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved contraceptive methods to be covered by all new health plans without co-pays or cost-sharing; and

WHEREAS, co-payments and other cost-sharing are barriers to accessing affordable contraception with consequences reflected in sobering statistics concerning unintended pregnancy, the U.S. has one of the highest rates of unintended pregnancy among the world's most developed nations and consistently lags behind other developed nations in maternal and infant mortality rankings; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the prescription is a major factor in consistent use of prescription birth control, co-pays for birth control pills typically range between $15 and $80 per month, and for other methods, such as IUDs, co-pays and other out-of-pocket expenses can reach into the hundreds of dollars; and
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WHEREAS, access to health care services, including contraception, is consistent with current policy, including existing federal and state refusal laws; and
WHEREAS, twenty-eight states require health insurance plans that cover prescription drugs to cover contraception, Michigan does not, however, bills requiring contraceptive equity have been repeatedly introduced; and 

WHEREAS, excluding birth control from health insurance coverage has long been considered discrimination against women, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and the Michigan Department of Civil Rights have determined that the failure to provide coverage for prescription contraception in health plans that otherwise cover prescription drugs and devices constitutes sex discrimination; and

WHEREAS, women, regardless of where they work, should have access to health insurance that covers preventive health care, including contraception if they need or want to use it,  allowing employers to refuse to cover essential health services, such as contraception, undermines the basic notion of health insurance.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby express support for access to preventive health care services, including contraception, for all women and to strongly support insurance coverage of contraception without co-pays and cost-sharing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk forward copies of this resolution to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, and the members of the Michigan Congressional delegation.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Tennis, Schor, McGrain, 

Nays:  Vickers, Dougan        Absent:  None    Approved 6/18/12
