ADOPTED - AUGUST 28, 2012

Agenda Item No. 13

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION NAMING LADY MARGARET GROVES AS THE RECIPIENT OF THE INGHAM COUNTY WOMEN’S COMMISSION’S 2012 LUCILE E. BELEN EVERYDAY HEROINE AWARD

RESOLUTION #12-243

WHEREAS, Lady Margaret Groves was born in 1920 in Western Michigan and came to the Lansing area when she married in 1941, she attended Michigan State University and was employed by the Lansing School District for 35 years, working as a teacher, a teacher consultant, and a consultant in personnel; and

WHEREAS, Margaret is a member of North Westminster Church and a charter member of the Advent House Board where she has served 26 years, several years as secretary to the Board, serving meals, and working on assorted fundraisers including Home Tours, Garden Tours, and Just Desserts; and

WHEREAS, in the 1980s, she worked with members of Westminster in developing an effort called CONA (Community Outreach Neighborhood Activity), which conducted a study to determine how members of Westminster might reach out to the community; and

WHEREAS, once it was revealed that other local shelters did not serve meals on the weekend, it was decided Westminster could reach out to the local community by providing a weekend meal and a gathering place for the homeless as well as people down on their luck, CONA recruited other church groups to serve a weekend meal once per month and it became an ecumenical effort; and  

WHEREAS,  throughout Margaret’s tenure on the Board she has seen Advent House evolve from service of a meal on Sundays, to job training initiatives such as Bake Shop and Appliance Repair business to the present Good Work! Program, which currently trains about 150 people annually in work skills and assists them in finding jobs, Advent House has also overseen three shelter homes that provide extended temporary housing to homeless families; and

WHEREAS, Margaret has been described as an oasis of calm and commitment, beyond the gifts of her time, her work, and donations she exudes a deep faith in what Advent House Ministries accomplishes and having the rock of her unwavering support is a huge asset to the professional staff; and

WHEREAS, Lady Margaret Groves is deep and tenacious in her service to others, she works quietly with insight through chaos, conflict, and difficulty, always with the aim of somehow making life better; and

WHEREAS, she is a model of effective living, Margaret has been described as a treasure to the Board, to Advent House, and to the wide circle of people to whom she is connected. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners joins the Women’s Commission in naming Lady Margaret Grove as a 2012 recipient of the Lucile E. Belen Everyday Heroine Award in recognition of her contributions to families and community outreach.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Schor, Grebner, Celentino, De Leon, Vickers

         Nays:  None             Absent:  None        Approved 8/21/12
