ADOPTED - OCTOBER 9, 2012

Agenda Item No. 8

Introduced by the Finance Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING HIGHFIELDS, INC. ON THE EVENT OF THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

RESOLUTION #12-326

WHEREAS, Highfields was conceived by Ingham County Judge Robert Drake in the early 1960s when he recognized that youth with behavioral issues, especially those who had been neglected or abused, should be able to get help from caring adults who could offer guidance and professional behavioral treatment in a residential setting; and

WHEREAS, Highfields operates on the belief that every child deserves an opportunity to succeed, it is children who often suffer most when families struggle with poverty, substance abuse and broken relationships; and

WHEREAS, over the course of 50 years, Highfields has expanded to serve whole families and address challenging issues earlier; and

WHEREAS, the agency’s early intervention approach helps reduce or prevent domestic violence, helps parents raise children more successfully and puts struggling youth on a path to future independence and success; and  

WHEREAS, at times families need a guiding hand or a safety net to help them overcome obstacles, Highfields’ counselors work to strengthen families’ relationships and help them take more responsibility for their own lives; and
WHEREAS, Highfields today operates in 11 counties from offices in Lansing, Jackson, and Onondaga, Michigan and serves approximately 6,000 children and families each year in 16 programs that focus on family preservation, positive parenting, alternatives to family violence and family reunification; and
WHEREAS, November 2, 2012 Highfields, Inc. will celebrate its 50th Anniversary.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulates Highfields, Inc. on the event of its 50th Anniversary and extends its sincere appreciation to Highfields for helping thousands of children and youth get on positive paths for the future and for providing the resource communities need to help keep children safe and lead them to brighter futures.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes them continued success in their future endeavors.

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, McGrain, Nolan, Bahar-Cook, Tennis, Dougan
     Nays:  None           Absent:  None      Approved 10/3/12

