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Agenda Item No. 22
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA MICHIGAN OPERATING A PACE PROGRAM IN THE LANSING AREA 
RESOLUTION #12-398

WHEREAS, many frail older adults dependent upon Medicaid find themselves locked into a system characterized by few choices and little opportunity to remain independent in their communities; and 
WHEREAS, these individuals and their family caregivers are increasingly demanding options to the traditional nursing home environment and want to age in place in their local communities; and 
WHEREAS, they need integrated, seamless and hassle-free financial and service delivery systems that deliver high quality care and services; and 
WHEREAS, the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE), is a tested and proven program capable of delivering community-based care to the frail and disabled elderly; provides a full range of primary, acute and long term care services in both community and institutional settings for the nursing-home-qualified, dual eligible population; uses a team-managed approach to care, integrates a comprehensive package of acute and long term health services in both inpatient and outpatient settings; and 
WHEREAS, PACE programs can empower the frail elderly to age in place, improve quality clinical outcomes and beneficiary satisfaction, provide predictable costs, save money, and serve the dual eligible population by coordinating and providing all needed preventative, primary, acute and long term care services so that nursing home eligible older adults can continue living active lives in the community; and 
WHEREAS, the State of Michigan Department of Community Health has embraced the PACE model of care as an option in their continuum of care, and there are currently six other PACE programs in Michigan communities including Detroit, Grand Rapids, and Muskegon; and 
WHEREAS, the Volunteers of America Michigan affiliate is requesting approval from the Michigan Department of Community Health to operate a PACE Program in the three contiguous counties around Lansing; and  
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WHEREAS, a PACE program in Lansing will invest in significant infrastructure for a PACE Center, partner with the current healthcare community, and invest in up to 100 staff positions to serve the community; and 
WHEREAS, the Tri-County Office on Aging has submitted a letter in support of the Volunteers of American Michigan operating a pace program in Ingham, Eaton and Clinton counties. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports the Volunteers of America Michigan in their efforts to establish a PACE program that will service the elderly.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Tennis, McGrain, Vickers, Dougan

 Nays:  None     Absent: Schor    Approved 11/19/12
