ADOPTED - JANUARY 22, 2013 



Agenda Item No. 26

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND WHISKERS WEDNESDAYS PERMANENTLY

RESOLUTION #13-23
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners authorized the Whiskers Wednesday Pilot Project in May of 2012 to be in effect from the time period of June 1, 2012 through September 30, 2012 whereby cats are free on Wednesdays and Dogs are half price for adoptions through Resolution #12-158; and 

WHEREAS, after the completion of the project it was clearly demonstrated that animal lives and departments savings were realized as a result of the project; and 

WHEREAS, as adoptions for those designated months increased by 47% for cats and  14% for dogs and euthanasia declined by 28% in cats and 27% in dogs; and

WHEREAS, savings were realized as a result of staff resources that were lessened by the reduction of animals at the shelter to care for which would have often resulted in overtime and the reduction of euthanasia services required; and

WHEREAS, although loss of revenue for adoptions fees was realized during those adoption days, the costs for care and costs for euthanasia outweighed those reductions; and

WHEREAS, it was clearly realized shortly after the project ended that the shelter was quickly full again and staff, animals and resources were stressed as the shelter was at peak capacity with animals during October, November and most of December; and 
WHEREAS, in 2011 there were 428 cats euthanized from June 1 through Sept. 30th, however due to Whisker Wednesday ICAC experienced a significant reduction in euthanasia during a peak capacity time--in 2012 there were 298 cats euthanized (130 less than the year before) as a result of this project; and

WHEREAS, in 2011 there were 332 dog euthanasia’s from June 1 through September 30th; in 2012 there were 91 less dogs euthanized due to this project.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes Whiskers Wednesdays to go into effect permanently effective Feb 6th, 2013, whereby the County adoption fees will be half price for dogs and cats are free on all Wednesdays. 
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Celentino, Tsernoglou, Holman, De Leon, Bahar-Cook, Hope

   Nays:  None            Absent:  Schafer        Approved 1/10/13

FINANCE:  Yeas:  McGrain, Anthony, Bahar-Cook, Tennis, Koenig, Vickers, Schafer

  Nays:  None            Absent:  None         Approved 1/16/13
