ADOPTED - APRIL 30, 2013

Agenda Item No. 21
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF APRIL 2013 

AS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH IN INGHAM COUNTY

RESOLUTION # 13 - 188

WHEREAS, April 2013 marks the national observance of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, whose goal is to raise awareness of sexual violence in an effort to prevent it; and 

WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control defines sexual violence as “any sexual activity where consent is not freely given. This includes completed or attempted sex acts that are against the victim's will or involve a victim who is unable to consent.” Consent is not freely given or legally given if the victim is fearful, too young, ill, disabled, or under the influence of alcohol or drugs; and 

WHEREAS, according to the CDC’s data for 2013, 1 in 5 women and 1 in 71 men will be victims of rape during their lifetimes. Nationally, sexual assault disproportionately affects women of color as well as young women, with girls under age 18 at the greatest risk; and 

WHEREAS, compared to other violent crimes, sexual assaults are grossly under-reported, grossly under-investigated, and grossly under-prosecuted. According to the Department of Justice and the FBI, of 100 instances of rape, only 46 are reported to the police. Only 12 of those reports lead to arrest. Nine of those 12 arrests result in felony conviction, and only 3 of those convictions will result in a prison sentence; and   

WHEREAS, the National District Attorneys Association has helped identify four “rape myths” that directly bear on the low rates of report, investigation, arrest, and conviction. Those myths, or false but widespread, persistent beliefs, are as follows: 

(1) Rape is primarily sexually motivated;

(2) Rapists are usually strangers to their victims;

(3) The victim’s behavior caused the assault; and

(4) The victim experiences less psychological trauma when he or she knows the assailant.

The facts of sexual violence are that

(1) Rape is motivated by anger and the need for a feeling of power as well as sexual gratification;

(2)  In 40 percent of all sexual assaults, the victim knows his or her assailant;

(3) No behavior warrants sexual assault, and under no circumstances should the victim be blamed in whole or in part;

(4) There are no differences in the trauma and psychological symptoms when the victim knows his or her assailant.

WHEREAS, the health consequences and psychological harm from sexual violence are devastating. Victims of sexual assault are 3 times as likely to suffer from depression; 6 times as likely to suffer from post-traumatic stress; 13 times as likely to abuse alcohol; 26 times as likely to abuse drugs; and 4 times as likely to contemplate suicide. The anger and pain experienced after sexual assault contributes to the prevalence of eating disorders. Victims also experience chronic pain, headaches, sexually transmitted diseases, and pregnancy. Victims are often fearful, anxious, and unable to trust others; and

WHEREAS, the recent renewal and expansion of the Violence Against Women’s Act provides some reason for hope, as does the decline in the number of sexual assaults over the past two decades. However, recent well publicized national and international sexual assault cases underscore that much work remains to counter the destructive, false, biased beliefs that contribute to the victimization of children, women, and men. That work begins with raising awareness that sexual assault is not just a “women’s issue.” It continues by educating our communities, talking frankly about healthy sexual and social behavior with not just our daughters but also our sons, and fostering and demonstrating respect for the human dignity of children, women, and men. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners designates April 2013 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Ingham County, and honors the victims of sexual assault as well as those who have dedicated themselves to helping comfort, heal, and seek justice for the victims of sexual assault.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Hope, Anthony, McGrain, Nolan, Vickers, Maiville

   Nays:  None      Absent:  Tennis      Approved 4/22/13

