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ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 26, 2013

Agenda Item No. 21

Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING DOROTHY KENNEDY

RESOLUTION # 13 – 466
WHEREAS, Dorothy Kennedy was born in Scranton, Virginia on August 4, 1908, after graduating from Bennett College for Women in Greensboro, North Carolina, she continued her education at Califormia Teachers College pursuing a degree in Secondary Education, and Wilberforce University in Ohio where she graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Administration; and

WHEREAS, in 1946 she moved to Lansing to take over activities for girls and women at the Old Lincoln Community Center, after 10 years of serviing in the capacity, she received the Lincoln Center Award for her years of service and dedication to the youth of Lansing; and

WHEREAS, on December 17, 1947, Dorothy, along with 12 other young women, chartered the Delta Tau Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the first African American sorority chapter chartered in Lansing, as well as the first National Panhellenic Council organization chartered in Lansing; and

WHEREAS, her dedication to community service is well known by her participation with the Girl Scouts of USA, YWCA Board of Directors, Social Services Community Board, United Way, Lansing Association of Women’s Clubs, Interracial Fellowship Group, Trinity AME Church, and as a founding member of the National Black Caucus of Aging; and

WHEREAS, Dorothy has been recognized for her achievements and awards through the years, receiving the Lincoln Center Award, the Alpha Kappa Alpha 50th year Golden Sorority pin, Mother of the Year Award from the Messiah Missionary Baptist Church, the Lifetime Achievement Award for service to the Youth of Mid-Michigan, and the Zonta Yellow Rose for outstanding community participation in 2005, and in 2008, in her 100th year, matching the age of sorority, she was the grand marshal of the African American Parade and Picnic, and met a young senator from Chicago who became President, Barack Obama.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Dorothy Kennedy for her dedication and contributions to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Dorothy has touched the lives of many during her 105 years and will live forever in the hearts of her friends and family – her positive outlook on life, enthusiasm and kindness will be missed by all.
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