ADOPTED – DECEMBER 10, 2013
Agenda Item No. 2
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC.
RESOLUTION # 13 – 468

WHEREAS, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity was founded at Howard University in  Washington, D.C., January 9, 1914, by three young African-American male students, the Honorable A. Langston Taylor, Honorable Leonard F. Morse, and Honorable Charles I. Brown, who wanted to organize a Greek letter fraternity that would truly exemplify the ideals of brotherhood, scholarship, and service; and

WHEREAS,  their wish was to create an organization that viewed itself as “a part of” the general community rather than “apart from” the general community, believing that each potential member should be judged by his own merits, rather than his family background or affluence…without regard to race, nationality, skin tone or texture of hair; and

WHEREAS, it was the desire of the Founders for their fraternity to exist as part of an even greater brotherhood which would be devoted to the “inclusive we” rather than the “exclusive we”; and

WHEREAS, Phi Beta Sigma was conceived as a mechanism to deliver services to the general community rather than gaining skills to be utilized exclusively for themselves and their immediate families; and

WHEREAS, the Founder’s believed that they should return their newly acquired skills to the communities from which they had come, this deep conviction was mirrored in the Fraternity’s motto, “Culture For Service and Service For Humanity”; and 

WHEREAS, Phi Beta Sigma has blossomed into an international organization of leaders,  members of the Fraternity have been instrumental in the establishment of the Phi Beta Sigma National Foundation, the Phi Beta Sigma Federal Credit Union and The Sigma Beta Club Foundation; and

WHEREAS, on January 9, 2014 Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity will celebrate its100th anniversary.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. on the event of its 100th anniversary and extends its sincere appreciation to Fraternity members for the many contributions they have made to the citizens of Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes them continued success in all of their future endeavors.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Koenig, Holman, Celentino, Nolan, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Maiville

    Nays:  None             Absent:  None          Approved 12/3/13
