ADOPTED - January 28, 2014

Agenda Item No. 33

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION HONORING RENÉE BRANCH CANADY
RESOLUTION # 14 – 027

WHEREAS, Renée Branch Canady began her career with the Ingham County Health Department in 1987 as the AIDS Education Coordinator in the Communicable Disease Control Unit; and began building the framework of her public health career; and  

WHEREAS, in 1987, she served as the Adolescent Health Coordinator in Adolescent Health Services where she developed and coordinated programs to reduce rates of adolescent pregnancy and implemented adolescent health care services and prevention programs; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, she left the Health Department to pursue graduate studies and earned an MPA with a Specialization in Health Administration in 1993 and her PhD in Medical Sociology in 2001; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Canady’s work has remained community driven through collaborations with state and local public health agencies; and solidified lasting relationships between state, local and private sector health organizations to increase collaboration and innovation in public health; and 

WHEREAS, in 2007, Dr. Canady returned to her public health roots as the Deputy Health Officer where she had oversight for several divisions including  Public Health Nursing, Family Outreach Services, Disease Control, Health Equity and Social Justice, Environmental Justice, Planning and Assessment, Neighborhood Engagement, Environmental Health  and Emergency Preparedness, WIC, Food Bank and BCCCP; and provided the encouragement and expertise necessary to move Public Health Services forward, positioning the department to receive many grants and public accolades for initiatives such as House Calls; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, Dr. Canady was appointed as the Health Officer for the Ingham County Health Department where she provided leadership to carry out the statutory responsibility to protect and promote the health of county residents through its local public health operations and its primary care network of health centers; and

WHEREAS, through her relationship based approach she was able to encourage all to reflect and bring personal and professional purpose to the work of the Ingham County Health Department; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Canady has been an outstanding researcher, advocate, educator, trainer and facilitator in the areas of health disparities and inequities, cultural competence, and social justice throughout her career and personal life; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Canady’s public health career reflects her longstanding commitment to health promotion interventions, the need to collaborate with community partners and other public health organizations to address and impact infant mortality and disparities  and the promotion of health equity through research.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Renée Branch Canady for her years of dedicated service to the community and for the contributions she has made to the Ingham County Health Department and wishes her continued success in all of her future endeavors.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Tennis, Holman, Hope, Anthony

      Nays:  None
Absent:  McGrain, Vickers
    Approved 1/27/14
