ADOPTED - March 25, 2014

Agenda Item No. 2
Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING APRIL 1, 2014 AS NATIONAL

SERVICES RECOGNITION DAY IN INGHAM COUNTY
RESOLUTION # 14 – 100

WHEREAS, national service expands economic opportunity by creating more sustainable, resilient communities and providing education, career skills, and leadership abilities for those who serve; and 

WHEREAS, national service participants address the most pressing challenges facing our cities, from educating students for the jobs of the 21st century and supporting veterans and military families to providing health services and helping communities recover from natural disasters; and 

WHEREAS, national service participants serve in more than 60,000 locations across the country, bolstering the civic, neighborhood, and faith-based organizations that are so vital to our economic and social well-being; and 

WHEREAS, Ingham County, via the Power of We Consortium received $463,607 in AmeriCorps and VISTA funding in 2013-2014 from the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS); and

WHEREAS, Ingham County, via the Power of We Consortium, has placed over 30 national service participants in non-profit and faith-based organizations across Ingham; and

WHEREAS, national services participants in Ingham County provide capacity to community-based organizations that are engaged in work that helps meet Ingham County’s long-term goals of fostering economic well-being, assisting in meeting basic needs and fostering appropriate youth development via the VISTA program; and

WHEREAS, national service participants in Ingham County increase the consumption of healthy foods and reduce food insecurity through gardening and food distribution, teach community members the importance of eating healthy foods and strategies to adopt healthy diets, and promote safe, affordable exercise options via the AmeriCorps State program; and

WHEREAS, national service represents a unique public-private partnership that invests in community solutions and leverages non-federal resources to strengthen community impact and increase the return on taxpayer dollars; including more than $1.5 million dollars in Ingham County over the last three years; and

WHEREAS, the Corporation for National and Community Service shares a priority with cities and counties nationwide to engage citizens, improve lives, and strengthen communities; and is joining with the National League of Cities, City of Service, and mayors across the country to recognize the impact of service on the Day of Recognition for National Service on April 1, 2014.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby designates April 1, 2014, as National Service Recognition Day in Ingham County and encourages residents to recognize the positive impact of national service in our cities and counties; to thank those who serve; and to find ways to give back to their communities.  

