ADOPTED - March 25, 2014

Agenda Item No. 6

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING REVEREND DESIRAE KELLEY-KATO
RESOLUTION # 14 – 104

WHEREAS, the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., (NANBPWC), founded in 1935, emerged as a national non-profit organization in light of the need to promote and protect the interests of women business owners and professionals; and 
WHEREAS, in 1981 the Greater Lansing Area Club (GLAC) was organized and on July 28, 1982 the Club received its charter and became the last of fourteen clubs of the North Central District; and

WHEREAS, each year the Greater Lansing Area Club recognizes persons in the community for their contributions and accomplishments, the Sojourner Truth Award is the highest award given by the NANBPWC and is presented by a local club to a woman who has given outstanding community service beyond the call of duty, the life of the nominee should parallel the life of Sojourner Truth; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Desirae Kelley-Kato, the recipient of the Sojourner Truth Award, has been employed with the Capital Area Response Effort Program for thirteen years where she has held the positions of Volunteer Coordinator/Advocate for two years and Program Coordinator for eleven years; and
WHEREAS, as an advocate for domestic violence victims, Desirae has provided service for hundreds of clients in post arrest crisis intervention, court advocacy, community referrals, and with transportation to local agencies; and 
WHEREAS, Desirae has served as an expert witness to numerous criminal cases involving domestic violence throughout various counties in Michigan and continues to speak to various venues on domestic violence within the community to students, neighborhood watch groups and at special events.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Reverend Desirae G. Kelley-Kato as the recipient of the 2014 Sojourner Truth Award from the Greater Lansing Area Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in her future endeavors.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Maiville

    Nays:  None          Absent:  None         Approved 3/18/14
