ADOPTED - March 25, 2014

Agenda Item No. 8

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JAMES BIBBS

RESOLUTION # 14 – 106

WHEREAS, the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., (NANBPWC), founded in 1935, emerged as a national non-profit organization in light of the need to promote and protect the interests of women business owners and professionals; and 
WHEREAS, in 1981 the Greater Lansing Area Club (GLAC) was organized and on July 28, 1982 the Club received its charter and became the last of fourteen clubs of the North Central District; and

WHEREAS, each year the Greater Lansing Area Club recognizes persons in the community for their contributions and accomplishments, the recipient of the Frederick Douglass Award should parallel the life of Frederick Douglass who has been called the father of the civil rights movement; and

WHEREAS, the recipient of the Frederick Douglass Award, James Bibbs, is a coach, mentor, educator and child advocate who has been involved in instructing and coaching track and field nearly six decades on every level including High School, AAU Club sports, Collegiate, National and International Teams, his deep commitment to youth and passion for the sport has gained the respect and admiration of countless colleagues, athletes, parents and friends; and
WHEREAS, he was one of two African American Assistant Coaches hired at Michigan State University in 1968, the first African American Coaches in MSU’s history; later Coach Bibbs became the first African American Head Coach at MSU and the first African American Head Track and Field Coach in the Big Ten Conference; and
WHEREAS, he retired as head Track Coach of Michigan State University in 1995, during his 25 year tenure, he coached many All American and Big Ten champions and is responsible for establishing the Women’s Track Program at MSU where Olympic Women’s Head Coach Karen Dennis and Olympian Judi Brown Clarke excelled as athletes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors James Bibbs as the recipient of the 2014 Frederick Douglass Award from the Greater Lansing Area Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes him continued success in his future endeavors.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Maiville

    Nays:  None          Absent:  None         Approved 3/18/14
