ADOPTED – March 25, 2014

Agenda Item No. 40

Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TO RECOGNIZE AS LAWFUL THE SAME-SEX MARRIAGES PERFORMED IN INGHAM COUNTY

RESOLUTION # 14 – 138
WHEREAS, in 2004, Michigan voters amended the state’s Constitution to limit the state’s recognition of marriage to the union of one man and one woman; and

WHEREAS, following trial in the case of DeBoer v. Snyder, Eastern District Court Judge Bernard A. Friedman held on March 21, 2014, that Michigan’s constitutional amendment limiting marriage to one man and one woman “impermissibly discriminates against same-sex couples in violation of the Equal Protection Clause [of the U.S. Constitution] because the provision does not advance any conceivable legitimate state interest”; and

WHEREAS, acting pursuant to Judge Friedman’s opinion and order invalidating the marriage amendment, Ingham County Clerk Barb Byrum issued marriage licenses to 57 same-sex couples on March 22, 2014; and

WHEREAS, also on March 22, 2014, Clerk Byrum performed 30 same-sex marriage ceremonies, and other officiants present at the Ingham County Courthouse, including East Lansing Mayor Nathan Triplett, performed several other same-sex marriage ceremonies; and

WHEREAS, after these marriages were performed in Ingham County, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit on March 22, 2014, issued a stay of Judge Friedman’s decision pending the Michigan Attorney General’s appeal; and

WHEREAS, the same-sex couples who married in Ingham County and the 270 additional same-sex couples who married elsewhere in Michigan are legally entitled to the same benefits and privileges of marriage as those enjoyed by any other couple lawfully married in the state of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down as unconstitutional the federal Defense of Marriage Act in 2013; and
WHEREAS, as of March 24, 2014, 15 states, the District of Columbia, and at least seven Native American tribes have legalized same-sex marriage; and

WHEREAS, a growing majority of Michigan residents of all political and religious persuasions support legalizing same-sex marriage; and

WHEREAS, much of the State’s evidence in DeBoer v. Snyder was based on highly biased studies of questionable scientific integrity that contravene the great weight of current data indicating that a parenting couple’s sexual orientation does not negatively affect their child’s physical or emotional well-being; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners implores Governor Rick Snyder and the state’s agencies to immediately extend to same-sex couples married in Michigan all the benefits and privileges of marriage, including but not limited to the right of married couples to jointly adopt children.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners asks Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette to immediately withdraw his appeal, to abandon his quest to marginalize and to discriminate against same-sex couples and their children, and to recognize the marriages that took place prior to the stay of the opinion.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners commends and thanks Clerk Byrum and her staff for their quick, responsive service to those same-sex couples in Ingham County to whom marriage licenses were issued and for whom marriages were performed.
