ADOPTED - April 15, 2014

Agenda Item No. 28
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND ENDORSING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION UNDER THE MDOT TEDF-A PROGRAM FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO THE EXPANSION OF THE JACKSON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE OFFICE 

IN ALAIEDON TOWNSHIP, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

FOR THE INGHAM COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 

RESOLUTION # 14 – 160

WHEREAS, Jackson National Life Insurance Company (JNL) has announced that it is expanding its office complex in Alaiedon Township, and adding up to 1000 new permanent jobs at this location over the next several years; and

WHEREAS, JNL commissioned a traffic engineering study that was done to determine what road improvements would be recommended to accommodate the additional traffic expected to be generated by the additional employment at the JNL office; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned traffic study was completed and the recommendation is to construct the various road improvements shown on the attached map; and

WHEREAS, the estimated costs of the recommended improvements with necessary engineering and right of way acquisition are as follows:

· All work south of I-96:  $3,986,450

· Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection widening:  $1,142,700

WHEREAS, Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) staff has submitted a letter of interest for, and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has offered, a Transportation Economic Development Fund (TEDF), Category A (transportation projects supporting new job growth in Michigan) grant (TEDF-A) to partially fund the recommended road improvements; and 

WHEREAS, JNL has agreed to fund necessary engineering and right of way acquisition for the portion of the aforementioned improvements south of I-96 except for the local match on proposed project item 5, increasing the vehicle storage on the EB I-96 off ramp, which funding will count as the required local match on the MDOT TEDF-A grant for the improvements south of I-96 except for project item 5; and

WHEREAS, MDOT will provide the local match on project item 5, increasing the vehicle storage on the EB I-96 off ramp; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned MDOT TEDF-A grant and other federal road funding, which would be allocated to Ingham County per the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) process, could fund the recommended improvements at the Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection, subject to the TCRPC process, with engineering to be provided by ICRD; and 

WHEREAS, all business and/or property owners within the limits of the recommended improvements at the Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection, and officials from both Meridian and Alaiedon Townships were invited to attend an informational meeting held on February 24, 2014, to see the concept plans for all of the recommended improvements; and

WHEREAS, Alaiedon Township through its Supervisor Steven Lott has indicated Alaiedon Township supports all of the recommended improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Meridian Township Board of Trustees plans to discuss whether or not they will support the recommended improvements at the Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection, or a portion thereof, at their regular meeting of April 15, 2014, for which they also plan to again invite all business and/or property owners within the limits of the recommended improvements at the Jolly-Okemos Roads intersection to attend and share whether these owners support the proposed project; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Road Advisory Board, per a motion unanimously passed at its March 26, 2014, meeting supports application for a MDOT TEDF-A grant for the aforementioned, recommended improvements; and

WHEREAS, ICRD staff therefore recommends Ingham County Board of Commissioners approval of applying for the MDOT TEDF-A grants for all of the recommended improvements, except ICRD recommends support for the Jolly-Okemos Roads recommended improvements, or a portion thereof, subject to Meridian Township’s passage of a resolution of support for the same.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes ICRD to apply for MDOT TEDF-A grants for the aforementioned, recommended improvements.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby endorses the above authorized grant applications. contingent on approval by the Meridian Township Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ICRD Managing Director is hereby authorized to execute, sign and submit any necessary, related grant application documents consistent with this resolution on behalf of Ingham County.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Nolan, Celentino, Maiville

    Nays:  None           Absent:  Koenig     Approved 4/8/14
FINANCE:  Koenig, Anthony, Tennis, McGrain, Bahar-Cook

    Nays:  None            Absent:  Schafer, Vickers    Approved 4/9/14

