ADOPTED - JUNE 24, 2014

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING ERNEST LUTZ

RESOLUTION # 14 – 252 
WHEREAS, Ernest “Ernie” Lutz was born in Lansing, Michigan on September 26, 1921 and upon graduation he began working in Detroit, after the occurrence of Pearl Harbor in December of 1941, he moved closer to home, accepting a position as an apprentice in electrical construction in the Lansing area; and

WHEREAS, in 1942 in lieu of being drafted, Ernie enlisted in the Army Air Corps, as it was known at the time, and served at Fort Sheridan in northern Illinois,  he attended Army Basic in Tennessee and then moved on to an air base in Montgomery, Alabama, his primary trainer was the PT-17 a “Stearman” biplane; and

WHEREAS, on November 3, 1943 he received his wings at Albany, Georgia and was ready to meet his crew of six, three of the crew members did not return from World War II; and  

WHEREAS, on May 29, 1944 while crossing the English Channel, the first pilot of his airplane became incapacitated when German flak hit him in the arm, in spite of the twenty one holes in the airplane they made it back alive; and

WHEREAS, on the 68th Anniversary of D-Day, Ernie received his “Diploma of Citizen of Utah-Beach,” signed by the Mayor of Saint-Marie-du-Mort, a town near Utah-Beach, for his service to France, Ernie received the Knight of Legion d’Honneur, conferred by the French President with his signature; and

WHEREAS, after Ernie left France for England, all of the airplanes from his 599th Squadron were lost during the Battle of the Bulge, he would have been in one of them himself and would surely have been lost if it had not been for his completion of all required missions; and

WHEREAS, the Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded to Retired Lieutenant Colonel Ernest Lutz by United States Representative Mike Rogers at the State Capitol on January 10, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Ernie Lutz still flies his airplane, a Piper Cherokee 140 and on June 6th of each year, in honor of D-Day, takes it up for a flight around 6 am from Mason Jewett Airfield in Mason, Michigan.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Ernest Lutz for his accomplishments and the sacrifices he has made for the United States of America during World War II and for the contributions he continues to make for his community.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Crenshaw, Celentino, Maiville

      Nays:  None        Absent:  Nolan, Tsernoglou, Koenig          Approved 6/17/14
