ADOPTED – JULY 22, 2014

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING POTTER PARK ZOO 

FUNDING FOR THE MOOSE EXHIBIT

RESOLUTION 14 - 290

WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo Master Plan includes the development of a Moose Exhibit within the North American area; and

WHEREAS, Resolution #12-350 was adopted by the Board of Commissioners on October 23, 2012 which amended the Master Plan to relocate the Moose Exhibit to the Duck Pond area; and

WHEREAS, the engagement of Landscape Architects & Planners, Inc. was approved in Resolution #13-118 on March 26, 2013 to provide architectural and engineering services for the renovations to the Moose Exhibit; and

WHEREAS, the preliminary cost estimate for the Moose Exhibit totaled $480,315.22; and

WHEREAS, potential donors identified for this project have not yet contributed; and

WHEREAS, the Moose, Willow, came from Alaska on August 27, 2013 and has been housed at the clinic since her arrival and will be outgrowing her area soon; and

WHEREAS, Willow will be moved temporarily to the Oryx/Ostrich Exhibit  to provide more space as she grows throughout the summer of 2014; and 

WHEREAS, for the welfare of Willow a larger space will be necessary by the Spring of 2015; and 

WHEREAS, recent statutory changes enacted by the State of Alaska to prohibit orphan moose exports in the near future have caused Potter Park Zoo to accelerate plans to acquire a male moose in order to establish a breeding pair. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the use of up to $500,000 from the Potter Park Zoo millage fund balance to construct and equip, as necessary, a Moose Exhibit within the Duck Pond area of the Zoo in a manner consistent with the amended Potter Park Zoo Master Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, millage funds shall be transferred from fund balance line item #258-69200-698010 to a new project code designated for the moose exhibit as a one-time transfer.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that $400,000 for this commitment will be paid back to the Potter Park Zoo Millage Fund over a five year period through fund raising efforts pursued by Potter Park Zoological Society.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator be authorized to make the necessary transfer of funds.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Holman, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, 

   Maiville    Nays:  None      Absent:  None   Approved 7/15/14
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Koenig, Anthony, Tennis, McGrain, Bahar-Cook, Schafer, Vickers
  Nays:  None       Absent:  None      Approved 7/16/14 

