ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 12, 2014

AGENDA ITEM NO. 13

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION HONORING JOYCE DEJONG, D.O.

RESOLUTION # 14 - 468

WHEREAS, Dr. Joyce deJong joined Ingham County as Deputy Medical Examiner in March, 2011; and

WHEREAS, new to the county in 2011, but not new to the community, Dr. deJong has served as Medical Director of Forensic Pathology in Sparrow Health System since 1999, and she received her medical degree from the Michigan State University’s College of Osteopathic Medicine; and

WHEREAS, in October, 2011, due to the retirement of Dr. Dean Sienko, M.D., Dr. deJong was appointed Chief Medical Examiner by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, Dr. deJong served as Medical Examiner for five nearby counties and Deputy Medical Examiner in four additional counties; and

WHEREAS, with significant training that includes a fellowship in forensic pathology at Emory University in 1999, board certifications in forensic pathology and anatomic pathology, and public service evidenced by her appointment to the Governor’s Task Force on Children’s Justice from 2002 through 2006, and also her work with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Teams (DMORT) since 1997, which includes emergency response following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Dr. deJong brought expertise and distinction to the county; and

WHEREAS, Dr. deJong’s dedication to advancing the field and to training the next generation of physicians as evidenced by numerous guest lectures and scholarly presentations on topics ranging from infant death investigation to mass fatality incidents, and academic appointments at Grand Valley State University, Michigan State University and Western Michigan University, where she was recently appointed founding chair of the Department of Pathology at the Homer Stryker M.D. School of Medicine, brought prestige to the Ingham County Medical Examiner’s Office.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Dr. Joyce deJong for her dedicated service to the County of Ingham and for the contributions she has made to the Ingham County Health Department.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in all of her future endeavors.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Holman, McGrain, Hope, Anthony, Vickers

    Nays:  None        Absent:  Tennis     Approved 11/03/14
