ADOPTED - JANUARY 2, 2015
Agenda Item No. 4
Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING REVEREND DR. MICHAEL C. MURPHY

RESOLUTION # 15 - 01

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Michael C. Murphy had been a long time leader in the Greater Lansing community; and

WHEREAS, after receiving his undergraduate degree from DePaul University and a master’s degree in counseling from Michigan State University, his interest in pastoral care grew, he later entered the Chicago Theological Seminary and received both a master’s and a doctorate of ministry, in 1984 he was ordained; and  

WHEREAS,  in 1987, Reverend Dr. Murphy founded St. Stephen's Community Church in Lansing where he served as Senior Pastor for 21 years; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Murphy’s passion for social justice and human rights guided him toward public service, in 1997 he began serving on the Lansing City Council, and in 1999 he held the position of City Council President; and 

WHEREAS, in 2000, he was elected to the House of Representatives for the State of Michigan where he served for 3 terms representing the 68th District, he was known for his work on children’s safety issues;  and 

WHEREAS, he served on the Appropriations Committee and as the Chairperson of the Black Caucus, the National Black Caucus of State Legislators awarded him the President’s Award in 2006 for his leadership in responding to the need in the Gulf Coast states after Hurricane Katrina; and

WHEREAS, in November of 2008, Reverend Dr. Michael C. Murphy became the ninth Senior Minister of the historic People’s Congregational United Church of Christ in Washington, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, he devoted his life to helping others and his community, as a result, Ingham County is a better place.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Reverend Dr. Michael C. Murphy for his many years of outstanding service, his accomplishments and the contributions he has made to the County of Ingham and its citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Reverend Dr. Murphy has touched the lives of many and will live forever in the hearts of colleagues, friends and family – especially his devoted children Brandon and Rachel.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Barb Byrum, County Clerk, Ingham County 

