ADOPTED - February 24, 2015

Agenda Item No. 18

Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF MASON ON THE EVENT OF ITS SESQUICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

Resolution #15 - 64
WHEREAS, in 1865, Amos Steele cleared a wooded area to create the Village of Mason, now known as the City of Mason, the county seat of Ingham County,  named after the state's first governor, Stevens T. Mason, and 

WHEREAS, Mason is the only city in the United States that serves as a county seat ahead of a state capital, with the Capitol of Lansing also in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Rayner, Steele, Dart, Oesterle, Ware and Shattuck families are part of the history of Mason and have all made a number of important contributions to the civic and commercial life of the city; and

WHEREAS,  a portion of the Rayner farmstead now constitutes Rayner Park and the Ingham County Fairgrounds, John Rayner and family dug ponds in the park to collect water in order to harvest ice, the Rayner Opera House was also established by the family in 1881; and

WHEREAS, Loren Shattuck served on the Mason City Council and as Mayor in 1967, Scott Shattuck is one of the foremost experts and collector of Civil War memorabilia and has created a museum of history that is not only relative to that war, but to the City of Mason; and

WHEREAS, the city owes much to the Dart family, which founded Dart Bank in 1925, Dart Container Corporation, founded in 1960, is the world’s largest manufacturer of food storage containers and cups; and 

WHEREAS, Ware’s pharmacy has stood on the corners of Ash and Maple Streets since 1935, Steele Street and Steele Street Elementary school are named after Amos Steele, and farmland owned and run by the Oesterle family is located within the city limits of Mason; and

WHEREAS, Mason's oldest churches, the Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist date back to the earliest years of the town's history and St. James Catholic Church was founded in 1949, other memorable places in Mason include the County Courthouse, and the Mason Depot; and

WHEREAS, the city has grown to a population of 8,000 people and still remains a place where cattle graze, families create memories, and children grow, leave and return to its quaint charm to raise their families; and

WHEREAS, March 9, 2015 will commemorate the Sesquicentennial of the City of Mason. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulate the City of Mason on the event of their Sesquicentennial Anniversary, a city which stands today as it has for 150 years, strengthened by family unity, old-fashioned American values, and hope for the future. 

