Introduced by the Law & Courts and County Services Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL AND AMENDING THE INGHAM COUNTY PET IN THE WORKPLACE POLICY

RESOLUTION # 15 – 99

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Circuit Court Family Division manages the Youth Center, a detention facility for juveniles under the jurisdiction of the Court; and
WHEREAS, there is a great deal of research surrounding the benefits of a therapy dog in similar environments, including providing the youth comfort, companionship, and a calming effect as well as serving as a reward and incentive; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Circuit Court Family Division would like to invite a therapy dog from Therapy Dogs International and its handler to come to the Youth Center from one to 3 times per week to visit with the juveniles; and
WHEREAS, there is no cost to the County for using a therapy dog from Therapy Dogs International; and
WHEREAS, dogs from Therapy Dogs International must be trained and certified in order to act as a therapy dog.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes entering into a no cost Memorandum of Understanding with Therapy Dogs International to provide therapeutic services to residents of the Ingham County Youth Center and other appropriate Court programming effective the date of the passage of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners waives the customary insurance requirements for this no cost contract. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution #09-373 is hereby amended to allow for certified therapy dogs in Ingham County facilities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign a Memorandum of Understanding consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Tsernoglou, Koenig, Celentino, Nolan, Hope

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Crenshaw, Schafer     None     Approved  3/12/15

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None    Absent:  Koenig     Approved  3/17/15
