ADOPTED - MARCH 24, 2015
AGENDA ITEM NO. 27

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTINGENCY FUND APPROPRIATION FOR 

THE OASIS SUPERVISED VISITATION AND SAFE EXCHANGE CENTER

RESOLUTION # 15 – 103

WHEREAS, in 2008 the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice awarded to Ingham County a $350,745 “Safe Haven” grant, for purposes of providing supervised visitation and safe visitation exchange services; and

WHEREAS, this funding has been used to establish the Oasis Family Center for Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange, located at 5656 South Cedar Street in Lansing; and

WHEREAS, the establishment and opening of the Oasis Family Center in 2012 was accomplished with tremendous time and effort on the part of Ingham County Friend of the Court staff and its community collaborators, End Violent Encounters (EVE), Inc., and MSU Chance at Childhood; and 

WHEREAS, the need for Oasis Family Center clearly exists in our community, as is evidenced by the fact that the center has seen an increase in usage since opening its doors in 2012, as well as the large number of Friend of the Court cases with minor dependent children and a family violence component; and

WHEREAS, it is projected that federal funds used to cover the cost of running Oasis Family Center, approximately $8,000 per month, will be exhausted by the end of April; and

WHEREAS, an application was made through EVE for a $500,000 three-year federal Justice For Families grant to continue to fund Oasis Family Center; and 

WHEREAS, federal acceptance of this application will not be known until later this year; and

WHEREAS, closing the Oasis Family Center for the period between the two grants may damage its long-term viability as there is no guarantee the same staff, equipment and space would be available if the center was re-opened; and

WHEREAS, at their February 20, 2015 meeting, the Oasis Center Board of Directors committed to long-term partnership and collaboration with the Ingham County Friend of the Court by granting a permanent fee waiver for all Ingham FOC referrals.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a $40,000 contingency fund appropriation to cover the cost of keeping the Oasis Family Center open through the Friend of the Court fiscal year ending September 30, 2015.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that that this request is tied to and contingent upon passage of the Oasis Family Center Lease Extension Resolution for the period April 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments to the Circuit Court Family Division, Friend of the Court FY 2015 budget in accordance with this resolution.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Tsernoglou, Koenig, Celentino, Nolan, Hope

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Crenshaw, Schafer     None     Approved  3/12/15

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Anthony,  Tsernoglou, McGrain, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Bahar-Cook, Tennis    Approved  3/18/15
