ADOPTED - MAY 12, 2015
AGENDA ITEM NO. 30

Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO A DIRECT BILLING AGREEMENT WITH EQUIAN, LLC 

FOR THE TREATMENT OF UNACCOMPANIED MINORS
RESOLUTION # 15 - 177
WHEREAS, the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), a division of the Department of Health and Human Services, is charged with the care of children who have arrived to the country with no parent or legal guardian (unaccompanied minors) through the Unaccompanied Alien Children’s Program; and

WHEREAS, the Unaccompanied Alien Children’s Program was previously administered by the Veterans Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration is no longer administering this program, so the ORR has engaged Equian, LLC to administer the provision of quality health care to unaccompanied alien children; and

WHEREAS, the Health Department has provided care to 109 unaccompanied minors  through the Community Health Centers from the period January 1, 2014 through March 31, of 2015 and continues to provide health services to unaccompanied minors; and

WHEREAS, Equian, on behalf of the ORR has requested that the Health Department, as a previously participating medical provider of health services for unaccompanied alien minors, sign a new direct bill agreement in order to continue participation in the program; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham Community Health Center Board has reviewed and supports entering a direct billing agreement with Equian, LLC for the health care services provided to unaccompanied minors through the Community Health Centers; and  

WHEREAS, the Health Officer recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize entering into a direct billing agreement with Equian, LLC for the health care services provided to unaccompanied minors through the Community Health Centers.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes entering into an agreement with Equian, LLC in order to continue billing for the health care services provided to unaccompanied minors through the Community Health Centers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Ingham County will be reimbursed by Equian LLC at 100% of Medicare rate and for any codes not reimbursable under CMS schedules, 80% of Usual & Customary rates.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the agreement period is June 1, 2015 through May 31 2016 and will automatically renew on an annual basis unless terminated by either party.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Anthony, Banas, McGrain, Maiville, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis    Approved  5/04/15
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Anthony, Bahar-Cook, Tennis, Tsernoglou, McGrain, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  5/06/15

