ADOPTED - MAY 26, 2015
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING DART BANK ON 
90 YEARS OF COMMUNITY BANKING
RESOLUTION # 15 – 184

WHEREAS, in 1925, Rollin Charles Dart and his son Doc Campbell Dart, along with several local farmers and businessmen, received a charter to open a commercial bank, The Dart National Bank of Mason; during this time Doc also learned he was going to be a father to a baby boy, Rollin Bashford Dart; and

WHEREAS, the early 1930’s were a trying time for this nation, especially within the banking industry; lack of money and resources brought the American economy to a grinding halt; this did not deter R.C. and Doc Dart as they offered consumers installment type loans for automobiles and trailer homes as they traveled back and forth from Mason to Washington, D.C. until the bank was allowed by the Federal Comptroller to offer the community another way to finance their dreams; and 

WHEREAS, the onset of war in the early 1940’s saw more trying times for Dart Bank and the banking industry as a whole; through the efforts of the Dart team and the community, they were able to come out of the decade for the better; and 

WHEREAS, the 1950’s brought with them continued optimism within the local and national communities, and after the passing of Doc Campbell Dart, the regulators advised the board of a need for stronger leadership and accepted Rollin Dart as Chief Executive; he assumed his role as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer on January 15, 1962; and

WHEREAS, in 1974 Dart Bank opened a branch in Holt; in 1999 Rollin Dart passed the title on to Ronald Rhoades after serving as CEO for 37 years; during Rollin’s tenure the bank increased in size from $8 million to $180 million; and  

WHEREAS, in April 2005, Dart opened a branch in the City of Grand Ledge, bringing the community centered banking to its third location in Greater Lansing; and

WHEREAS, effective March 1, 2007, after the retirement of Ronald Rhodes, Peter Kubacki became the bank’s fifth president and CEO; this also marked the end of Rollin Dart’s time as a member of the Board; however, his time with Dart was not over, as he continued on as Chairman Emeritus and Community Relations Officer; and

WHEREAS, in 2014, a strategic opportunity to greatly expand the residential lending business resulted in the addition of 40 mortgage bankers to the Dart team; that same year they added a residential lending office in Chelsea, and by the end of 2014, Dart Bank ranked number one in Ingham County’s home mortgage market share. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulates Dart Bank on their 90 years of community banking and on the groundbreaking for a the new headquarters within their hometown of Mason meeting the banking needs of  future generations. 
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