ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 24, 2015

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AMENDMENTS TO THE 

ELLIOT-LARSEN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT

RESOLUTION # 15 - 441
WHEREAS, it is the intent of Ingham County that no person be denied equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of his or her civil or political rights or be discriminated against or harassed because of actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, height, weight, condition of pregnancy, marital status, physical or mental limitation, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution declares in Article 1, Section1, “All power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and protection”; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution declares in Article 4, Section1, “The Legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives”; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution declares in Article 4, Section 51, “The public health and general welfare of the people of the state are hereby declared to be matters of primary public concern. The legislature shall pass suitable laws for the protection and promotion of the public health”; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, Act 453 of 1976, was enacted “…to define civil rights; to prohibit discriminatory practices, policies, and customs in the exercise of those rights based upon religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial status, or marital status; to preserve the confidentiality of records regarding arrest, detention, or other disposition in which a conviction does not result; to prescribe remedies and penalties; to provide for fees; and to repeal certain acts and parts of act.”; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, Act 453 of 1976, in fact does not prohibit all discriminatory practices, specifically as it relates to sexual orientation, gender identity or expression; and 

WHEREAS, "gender identity or expression" means having or being perceived as having a gender related self-identity or expression whether or not associated with an individual's assigned sex at birth; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution declares in Article 5, Section1, “The executive power is vested in the governor”; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution declares in Article 4, Section 33, “Every bill passed by the legislature shall be presented to the governor before it becomes law.” 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Ingham County, by copy of this resolution, calls for immediate action by the Michigan Legislature and Governor to adopt and enroll (with immediate effect) Senate Bill 315 and House Bill 4538 providing for real protection against discrimination of all residents of this state by expanding the scope of the Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include "sexual orientation and gender identity.”
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to Senator Warren of the Michigan Senate primary sponsor of Senate Bill 315 and Representative Jon Hoadley of the Michigan House of Representatives primary sponsor of House Bill 4538.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  11/17/15
