ADOPTED - DECEMBER 8, 2015

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO RELINQUISH JURISDICTION OF FORSBERG DRIVE WEST OF STAGECOACH DRIVE IN AND TO THE WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF 

THE PONDEROSA SUBDIVISON TO MERIDIAN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

RESOLUTION # 15 - 460
WHEREAS, the public right of way for Forsberg Drive, west of Stagecoach Drive in, and to the westerly boundary line of, the Ponderosa residential subdivision in section 35 of Meridian Township, was dedicated for public use and recorded as part of the plat for this subdivision in 1965 under the then existing plat statutes of the State of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, a road was never built in the above-mentioned public right of way for Forsberg Drive, (the subject road) in order to await connection to, and construction with, any future road(s) in any future adjoining development per the Road Department’s plat development guidelines and Meridian Township Ordinances (currently Ord No. 2006-03); and

WHEREAS, a petition dated August 15, 2015, for abandonment and discontinuance of the subject road was received from one or more abutting property owners and other nearby residents; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Michigan Public Act 283 of 1909, MCL 224.18, a public hearing was publicly noticed and held as required therein, at the November 24, 2015 meeting of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners to take public comment on this petitioned abandonment of the subject road; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Meridian passed a Resolution at their November 3, 2015 meeting in support of the petitioned abandonment of the subject road, subject to “reservation of a pedestrian bicycle pathway and emergency pathway connection,” and submitted that resolution to the Ingham County Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the oral and written public comments received on the petitioned abandonment of the subject road unanimously supported the petition, and furthermore cited concern with pedestrian safety on Stagecoach Drive, whose pavement is only 20 to 22 feet wide and which lacks sidewalks or any other separate pedestrian facility, if the subject road was constructed and connected with the currently proposed development west of the Ponderosa subdivision known as Ember Oaks subdivision, because additional vehicle traffic may thus use Stagecoach Drive as an ingress/egress shortcut to the future Ember Oaks subdivision; and

WHEREAS, upon reviewing the Meridian Township Board of Trustees Resolution and the above-mentioned public comments received, the Road Department finds that the above-mentioned pedestrian safety concerns represent a valid and justifiable reason for an exception to the Road Department’s plat development guidelines and Meridian Township Ordinances as provided for therein (Meridian Township Ord No. 2006-03(3)); and

WHEREAS, the Road Department understands the developer of the above-mentioned Ember Oaks subdivision is willing to change the previously approved preliminary plat for that subdivision to delete the previously proposed connection to the subject road petitioned to be abandoned, and Meridian Township plans to approve this plat change as required under the Michigan Land Division Act, PA 288 of 1967 (Ex. Sess.).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes granting the petitioned abandonment of the Forsberg Drive right of way and relinquishing jurisdiction of the subject road’s platted right of way to the jurisdiction of Meridian Township for the Township purposes stated in the above-mentioned Township Resolution, as provided in MCL 224.18(3), subject to Meridian Township accepting jurisdiction of this subject road right of way, along with any and all future responsibility, maintenance, and liability as may be provided in law for this right of way; and the County shall be thereafter relieved of responsibility for the subject road right of way.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  12/01/15
